
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
 

December 29, 2024 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

Prelude “What Is This Lovely Fragrance” -Paul Manz 

“Noel” -Claude Lewis Daquin 

Confession and Absolution 

 

Hymn of Invocation: “Angels from the Realms of Glory” LSB 367 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, 

Salisbury, alt. 

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 



P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 

body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10 

 (The congregation will chant the verses in bold.) 

 

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,* 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 

 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 

The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 

 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 

 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,* 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God. 

 



Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day Christmas 1 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 

of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in 

Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 



First Reading Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15 

The LORD said to Moses, “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb 

among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.” Then Moses said to the people, 

“Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong 

hand the LORD brought you out from this place. … When the LORD brings you into the land of the 

Canaanites, as he swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, you shall set apart to the LORD 

all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be the LORD’s. Every 

firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. 

Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. And when in time to come your son asks 

you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, 

from the house of slavery. For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I 

sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Psalm 111; antiphon: v. 9a, b 

 (The congregation will chant the verses in bold.) 

 
He sent redemption to his | people; * 

 he has commanded his covenant for- | ever.  

Praise the LORD! 

I will give thanks to the LORD with my | whole heart,* 

 in the company of the upright, in the congre- | gation. 

Great are the works | of the LORD,* 

 studied by all who de- | light in them. 

Full of splendor and majesty | is his work,* 

 and his righteousness endures for- | ever. 

He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;* 

 the LORD is gracious and | merciful. 

He provides food for those who | fear him;* 

 he remembers his covenant for- | ever. 

He has shown his people the power | of his works,* 

 in giving them the inheritance of the | nations. 

The works of his hands are faith- | ful and just;* 

 all his precepts are | trustworthy; 

they are established forever and | ever,* 

 to be performed with faithfulness and up- | rightness. 

He sent redemption to his people; 

 he has commanded his covenant for- | ever.* 

 Holy and awesome | is his name! 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 

 all those who practice it have a good under- | standing.* 

 His praise endures for- | ever! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 



He sent redemption to his | people; * 

 he has commanded his covenant for- | ever.  

 

Epistle Colossians 3:12–17 

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and 

patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as 

the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds 

everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 

you were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 

admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:22–40 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought 

[Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male 

who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to what is 

said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in 

Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation 

of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 



would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and 

when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, he took 

him up in his arms and blessed God and said, “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of 

all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” And his father and 

his mother marveled at what was said about him. And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his 

mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 

opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may 

be revealed.” And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 

advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as a 

widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer 

night and day. And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to 

all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. And when they had performed everything 

according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the 

child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

  



Hymn of the Day: “In His Temple Now Behold Him” LSB 519 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry J. Pye, c. 1825–1903, alt. 

Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659–95, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering “Love Came Down at Christmas” -setting by Gerhard Krapf 

 

We offer our gifts to the Lord as we use this time in our service for contemplation and preparation for 

the sacrament of communion. Offerings can be placed in the plates at the back entrance doors as you 

enter the sanctuary, or as the offering plates are passed at this time. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 



  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary… Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given 

Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

…Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 209 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Distribution 

 

You are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper if you believe and confess that Jesus Christ is your Savior 

from sin, you are a baptized child of the Triune God, and you believe that He gives you His body and 

blood in the bread and wine you receive. White grape juice can be found in the center of each tray for 

those who cannot receive alcohol. Children are welcome to come forward for a blessing. 

 

Communion is offered in two ways: the individual cup and the common cup. If you would like the 

individual cup, please partake as the assistant minister passes by after Pastor gives the bread. If you 

would like the common cup, let the assistant minister pass by, open your hands palm up, and Pastor will 

return to give you the common cup. 

 



Special Music: Jan Graves 

 

Distribution Hymn: “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” LSB 366 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt. 

Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819–1900 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



Hymn: “Let All Together Praise Our God” LSB 389 

 

 

 
 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 

    No truer friend than He, 

    No truer friend than He. 

 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 

 

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License  

Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 

 



Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

…through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction LSB 212 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 



The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Hymn: “Joy to the World” LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude “Let Our Gladness Have No End” -setting by J. W. Kerr 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Worship 9:30 a.m. 

 

You are encouraged to take a walk this week with the Lord by reading Galatians. May the Lord make 

your heart burn with joy at the Good News and your place in His Kingdom! 

 

GENEROSITY THOUGHTS: Luke 2:38 – “And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God 

and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.” Notice here how giving thanks to 

God leads to good works (speaking about Jesus, in this case). Thankfulness towards God for all He has done for 

us is the foundation of a Christian life lived in godliness. For if we know all that the Lord has done for us, how 

can we not strive to honor Him with what we think, say and do? 

 

2025 ALTAR FLOWER CHART: The altar flower sign up chart for 2025 is now posted on the bulletin board 

by the office. Please sign up on the flower chart if you want to bring altar flowers on a certain Sunday. Write the 

occasion (birthday, anniversary, memorial) on the flower chart and it will be printed in the bulletins on that 

Sunday. Bring your flowers on Sunday morning and place them on the flower stand(s) by the altar.  

 

FOOD SHELF DONATION IDEAS: Consider buying personal care items in addition to food items. 

 

LWML WINTER GATHERING: Saturday, January 25 at Bethlehem Lutheran Church (655 Forest St N) 

from 9:30 until 11 a.m., with refreshments or light breakfast beforehand. Dr. Reed Lessing from Concordia 

University will be the speaker on the book of Jeremiah. Do you need encouragement to remain hopeful despite 

trials, tribulations and life changes that may cause despair or worry? Dr. Reed Lessing will use his book, 

Overcoming Life's Sorrows: Learning from Jeremiah, to help us see that there is hope for overcoming life’s 

difficulties. Everyone attending will receive a copy of the book. 

 

CIRCUIT EPIPHANY SERVICE: Celebrate the Epiphany of our Lord at Bethlehem! Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church (655 Forest Street, St. Paul, MN 55106) invites you to join in celebrating the Epiphany of our Lord with 

a Divine Service on Sunday, January 5, at 5:30 p.m. We will have an orchestra accompanying us for this festive 

service! Food and fellowship to follow (please bring a dessert or light appetizer to share). All are welcome! 

 

TEACHERS NEEDED: Trinity First School is looking for mission-focused teachers in the elementary (K-2) 

and middle school (5-8) levels! Begin immediately or in August for the 2025-2026 school year. If interested, 

please send your resume to info@trinityfirst.org or visit our website at www.trinityfirstschool.org/employment. 

 

LWML MITES: Where do your LWML Mites go? Water and the Word: Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Kenya | $80,000. This grant will assist the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya to provide clean water and 

pastoral care to students in 12 rural elementary and middle schools. About 10,000 lives will be impacted by this 

grant. It will also help cover the travel expenses for pastors to travel to the schools every three to four months to 

check on the water systems and provide pastoral care. To learn more, visit www.lwml.org/2023-2025-mission-

grant-13. 

 

HEAR “THE LUTHERAN HOUR” on Sunday mornings at 6:05 a.m. on WCCO 830 AM radio. Next week’s 

broadcast: “In the Beginning Was Dialogue” Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. Do you need 

more faith? Then you need the Word. Faith comes from hearing the Word of Christ. (John 1:1) 

 

  



THIS WEEK AT EMMAUS: 

Today: 9:30 a.m. Worship 

  10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

Mon: Carpet cleaning – no Social Hall use 

Tues: Office closed 

Wed: New Year – Office closed 

Fri: Office closed – call Pastor in emergencies 

Sat: 12-5 p.m. Organist Rehearsal 

Next Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship 

  10:30 a.m. Bible Study 

 

SERVING OUR WORSHIP SERVICE TODAY: 

PASTOR: Rev. Jim Gimbel 

ALTAR GUILD: Marilyn P 

ORGANIST: Barb B 

SOUND TECH: Monte S 

VIDEO TECH: Randy W 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT: Gene B 

USHERS: Alan M, Dave H 

COUNTERS: Jenny H, Marilyn P  

LECTOR: Hannah G 

GREETERS: Paul and Betsy H  

ACOLYTE: Donnegan L 


