THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
January 7, 2024 — 9:30 a.m.

Prelude “Celestia” by Knut Nystedt
“Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising” by Helmut Walcha
(for meditation on the text, see LSB 375)

Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Iglvocation: “The Star Proclaims the King Is Here” LSB 399
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1 The star pro - claims the King is here; But, Her - od,
2 The east - ern sa - ges saw from far And fol - lowed
3 With - in the Jor - dan’s sa - cred flood The heav’n-ly
4 And oh, what mir - a - cle di - vine, When wa - ter
A5 For this Thy glad e - piph - a - ny All  glo - 1y,
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why this sense-less fear? For He who of - fers heav’n-ly
on His guid - ing star; And, led by light, to light they
Lamb in meek-ness stood That He, of whom no sin  was
red - dened in - to wine! He spoke the word, and forth it
Je - sus, be to Thee, Whom with the Fa - ther we a-
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birth Seeks not the king - doms of this  earth.
trod And by their gifts con - fessed their  God.
known, Might cleanse His peo - ple from their own.
flowed In streams that na - ture ne’er be - stowed.
dore, And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - - more.

Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug

Text and tune: Public domain

P) In the name of the Father and of the -}~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

(P)
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us

from all unrighteousness.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.



Introit

Kyrie

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ~I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Psalm 2:7-11, 12c; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a
(The congregation will chant ihe verses in bold.)

: o 3

5
[Y)
Behold my servant, whom | | uphold,*
my chosen, in whom my | soul delights.
I will tell of | the decree:*
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten you.
Ask of me, and | will make the nations your | heritage,*
and the ends of the earth your pos- | session.
You shall break them with a | rod of iron*
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.”
Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;*
be warned, O rulers | of the earth.
Serve the | LORD with fear,*
and rejoice with | trembling,
for his wrath is quickly | kindled.*
Blesséd are all who take ref- | uge in him.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Behold my servant, whom | | uphold,*
my chosen, in whom my | soul delights.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Gloria in,I)ExceIsis LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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have mer-cy on us.

)

T

You take a-way the sin of the world;
/

You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther;

7]
/

re-ceive our prayer.

A

~e

~e

]
7

.‘.
For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One,
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You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.
Salutation and Collect of the Day Baptism of Our Lord

)  The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P  Letus pray.
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved
Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in
their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God
separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 29; antiphon: v. 3
(The congregation will chant E{he verses in bold.)
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The voice of the LORD is over the | waters;*
the God of glory thunders,
the LORD, over many | waters.
Ascribe to the LoRD, O heavenly | beings,*
ascribe to the LoRbD glo- | ry and strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;*
worship the LoRD in the splendor of | holiness.

The voice of the LORD is over the | waters;*
the God of glory thunders,
the LORD, over many | waters.



The voice of the LORD is | powerful;*
the voice of the LORD is full of | majesty.

The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedars;*
the LORD breaks the cedars of | Lebanon.
He makes Lebanon to skip | like a calf,*
and Sirion like a young | wild ox.

The voice | of the LORD*
flashes forth | flames of fire.

The voice of the LORD shakes the | wilderness;*
the LORD shakes the wilderness | of Kadesh.

The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth
and strips the | forests bare,*
and in his temple all cry, | “Glory!”

The LORD sits enthroned o- | ver the flood;*
the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | ever.
May the LORD give strength to his | people!*
May the LORD bless his people | with peace!

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
The voice of the LORD is over the | waters;*
the God of glory thunders,
the LORD, over many | waters.

Epistle Romans 6:1-11
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can we
who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with himin a
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin
might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has
been set free from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We
know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over
him. For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also
must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Common Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia,
Holy Gospel
(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

al-le-lu - ia.

Mark 1:4-11

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a
leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes
he who is mightier than 1, the strap of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. | have
baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” In those days Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And when he came up out of the water,
immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
Hymn of t,l;e Day: “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” LSB 405
|
b— o | | | | |
£ —- - c . -
1 To Jor - dan’s riv - er came our Lord, The Christ, whom
2 The Sav - ior came to be bap -tized— The  Son of
3 As Je - sus in  the Jor - dan stood And John bap -
4 Then from God’s throne with thun - d’rous sound Came God’s own
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heav’n-ly  hosts a - dored, The God from God, the
God in flesh dis-guised— To stand be - neath the
tized the Lamb of  God, The Ho - ly Spir - i,
voice with words pro - found: “This is My Son,” was
e - ; s 1
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Light from Light, The Lord of glo - ry, pow’r, and might.
Fa - ther’s will And all His righ-teous-ness ful - fill.
heav’n - ly dove, De - scend -ed on Him from a - bove.
His de - cree, “The one I love, who pleas - es Me.”



The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
Anointed Christ in glorious sight

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
To save the world and free us all.

Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man is Christ, our substitute!

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Text: James P. Tiefel, 1949, alt.

Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt.
Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License
Tune: Public domain

Sermon

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offering “Brightest and Best of the Stars” by Aaron D. Miller
We offer our gifts to the Lord as we use this time in our service for contemplation and preparation for
the sacrament of communion. Offerings can be placed in the plates at the back entrance doors as you
enter the sanctuary, or as the offering plates are passed at this time.

Offertory
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What shall 1 ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
Service of the Sacrament
Preface A LSB 160
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And al - so with you.
h |

Q) e
P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary... Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are  full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created
and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant
joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His
blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood
as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Lord's Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 162
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domif?i LSB 163
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[P] The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the



N
A1

\ |
® —— jRZ i =
@' /
world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Distribution

You are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper if you believe and confess that Jesus Christ is your Savior
from sin, you are a baptized child of the Triune God, and you believe that He gives you His body and
blood in the bread and wine you receive. White grape juice can be found in the center of each tray for
those who cannot receive alcohol. Children are welcome to come forward for a blessing. You may kneel,

but it is not required.

Communion is offered in two ways: the individual cup and the common cup. If you would like the
individual cup, please partake as the assistant minister passes by after Pastor gives the bread. If you

would like the common cup, let the assistant minister pass by, open your hands palm up, and Pastor will

return to give you the common cup.

Distribution Hymn: “Children of the Heavenly Father” LSB 725
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1 Chil - dren of the  heav’'n-ly Fa - ther Safe - ly
2 God His own doth tend and nour - 1sh; In His
3 Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er From the
4 Though He giv - eth or He tak - eth, God His
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in His bos - om gath - er; Nest-ling bird nor star in
ho - 1ly courts they flour -ish. From all e - wvil things He
Lord His chil -dren sev - er; Un - to them His grace He
chil - dren ne’er for - sak - eth; His the lov - ing  pur - pose
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heav - en Such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
spares them; In His might - vy arms He  bears them.
show - eth, And their sor - rows all He know - eth.
sole - ly To pre - serve them  pure and ho - ly.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Tune: Lofsanger och andeliga wisor, 1873, Sweden



Text: Public domain
Tune: Public domain

Hymn: “'I;)he Gifts Christ Freely Gives” LSB 602
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1 The gifts Christ free - ly gives He gives to you and me
2 The gifts flow from the font Where He calls us His own;
3 The gifts of grace and peace From ab - so - lu-tion flow;
4 The gifts are there each day The ho -1ly Word is read;
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To be His Church, His bride, His cho-sen, saved and free!
New life He gives that makes Us His and His a - Ilone.
The pas-tor’s words are Christ’'s For us to trust and  know.
God’s chil-dren lis - ten, hear, Re - ceive, and they are fed.
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Saints blest with these rich gifts Are  chil-dren who pro - claim

Here

He

for - gives our
For - give-ness that

we

sin

S

need

Christ fills them with Him - self,

With wa - ter and His Word;

Is

grant - ed

to

us

there;

Blest words that give them life,

The gifts are in the feast,

We leave His presence in

Gifts far more than we see;
Beneath the bread and wine
Is food from Calvary.
The body and the blood

Remove our ev’ry sin;

His peace, renewed again.
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That they were won by Christ And cling to His strong  name.
The tri - une God Him-self Gives pow'r to call Him Lord.
The Lord of mer -cy sends Us forth in His blest care.
Re - stor - ing and re-fresh - ing Them for this world’s strife.



6 All glory to the One
Who lavishes such love;
The triune God in love
Assures our life above.
His means of grace for us
Avre gifts He loves to give;
All thanks and praise for His
Great love by which we live!
Text: Richard C. Resch, 1947
Tune: Charles J. Dale, 1842-1912, alt.
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License
Tune: Public domain

Thank thg Lord LSB 164
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
...through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
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Benedictign LSB 166
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[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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Hymn: “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” LSB 594
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1 God’s own child, I glad - ly say it I am bap-tized
2 Sin, dis - turb my soul no long-er: I am bap-tized
3 Sa - tan, hear  this proc - la - ma-tion: I am bap-tized
4 Death, you can - not end my glad-ness: I am bap-tized
5 There s noth - ing worth com-par - ing To this life-long
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in - to Christ! He, be - cause I could not pay it
in - to Christ! I have com - fort € - ven strong-er:
in - to Christ! Drop your ug - ly ac - cu - sa- tion,
m - to Christ! When 1 die, I leave all sad - ness
com - fort sure! O - pen - eyed my grave 1s star - ing:
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Gave my full re - demp - tion price. Do I need earth’s
Je - sus’ cleans-ing sac - r1i- fice. Should a guilt - vy
I am not so soon en - ticed. Now that to the
To in - her - it par - a - dise! Though I lie in

E - ven there TI'll sleep se - cure. Though my flesh a -
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trea - sures man - y? I have one worth
con - science seize me Since my Bap - tism
font I've trav - eled, All your  might has
dust and ash - es Faith’s as - sur - ance
waits its rais - ing, Still my soul con -
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more than an - vy That brought  me sal -
did re - lease  me In a dear for -
come un - rav - eled, And, a - gainst your
bright - ly flash - es: Bap - tism has the
tin - ues prais - ing: I am bap - tized
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va - tion free Last - ing to e - ter - mni - ty!
giv. - 1ing flood, Sprin - kling me with Je - sus’ blood?
tyr - an - ny, God, my Lord, u - nites with me!
strength di - vine To make life 1m - mor - tal mine.
in - to Christ; I'm a child of par - a - dise!

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957
Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695-1755, alt.

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License
Tune: Public domain

Postlude “Bright and Glorious Is the Sky” by Carlton Young
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Worship 9:30 a.m.

GENEROSITY THOUGHTS: Mark 1.7 — “And [John] preached, saying, ‘After me comes he who is mightier
than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.’” John is right — Jesus is
immensely greater than any of us, yet behold how He came to serve! That is the upside-down, outlandish grace
of God: the innocent Jesus takes our sinner’s place. This is the greatest act of giving the world has ever known
or will know: the Father gives His Son to die in the place of sinners.



HAT AND MITTEN COLLECTION - Starting on December 17th through January 7th we will be collecting
hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves for the organization Hats & Mittens. They are a local non-profit with the
vision of “A warmer and more welcoming world for children.” They do this by collecting and distributing hats,
mittens, gloves and scarves to organizations throughout Minnesota where children need them most. Please bring
new or gently used items to Emmaus and put them in the basket in the narthex. A Thrivent Action Grant has
been requested to help fund this project. Any questions, please contact Marie G.

OFFERING ENVELOPES: 2024 is here and so are new offering envelopes. If you use envelopes, please pick
yours up in the narthex today. If you have switched to online giving and no longer wish to receive envelopes,
please let Maria know. Thank you!

WINTERWEAR DRIVE: The St. Paul Outreach Center is hosting a winterwear (hats/gloves/
mittens/scarves/socks) giveaway on Saturday, January 20 from 10 a.m. — 2 p.m. at Jehovah Lutheran Church
(1566 Thomas Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104). This is a shared ministry of the St. Paul Circuit LCMS churches
and schools. We are seeking donations and volunteers. Donations can be left at Jehovah on January Fridays (5,
12, 19) 9:00-11:00 a.m. Volunteers are needed on January 18, 19 & 20 for setup and event assistance. Please
sign up on the form at this link with donations and times you can help: https://rb.gy/hg4tcQ

Questions? Contact David Mennicke, St. Paul Outreach Coordinator at spoc@jehovahlutheran.org or 651-636-
3271. Thanks for your donations, time, and prayers!

HEAR “THE LUTHERAN HOUR” on Sunday mornings at 6:05 a.m. on WCCO 830 AM radio. Next week’s
broadcast: “How Could She Ever Forgive Him?”” Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. Dr. Zeigler
explains why it’s not a contradiction to offer forgiveness while insisting on justice. (Matthew 18:27)

Lutheran Women in Mission Winter Workshop
“Walking a New Path”

St. Croix River and St. Paul Metro Zones welcome you to join us for a presentation and an open discussion on
attracting and involving younger women in our local and zone groups.

Date: Saturday, January 27, 2024

Registration & Refreshments: 9:30 — 10 a.m.

Workshop: 10-11:30 a.m.

Suggested Donation: $5 plus a special mite door offering

Location: St. Peter Lutheran Church, 880 Neal Avenue So., Afton, MN 55001

RSVP by January 23, 2024 to Joyce Banttari, St. Croix River Zone President at stcroixriverzp@mnslwml.org
or call 651-434-3261

Workshop Leaders:

Tracy Eickhoff - LWML Minnesota South Committee on Young Women Chairman and Vice President, Servant
Resources

Rebekah Schoenfeld - LWML Minnesota South District Young Woman Representative to the 2023 National
Milwaukee Convention and the 2022 St. Croix River Zone Young Woman Representative to the LWML MN
South District Convention



https://rb.gy/hq4tc0

