
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
 

December 31, 2023 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

Prelude “Swiss Noel” -Louis Claude Daquin 

Confession and Absolution 

 

Hymn of Invocation: “Go Tell It on the Mountain” LSB 388 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): John W. Work II, 1873–1925, alt. 

Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 

body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 



 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10 

 (The congregation will chant the verses in bold.) 

 

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,* 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 

 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 

The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 

 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 

 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the | nations,* 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God. 

 

Pew Edition 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day Christmas 1 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 

of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in 

Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

First Reading Isaiah 61:10—62:3 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the 

garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 

himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For 

as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the 

Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations. For Zion’s sake 

I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, until her righteousness goes 

forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. The nations shall see your 



righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth 

of the LORD will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal 

diadem in the hand of your God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Psalm 111; antiphon: v. 9a, b 

 (The congregation will chant the verses in bold.) 

 

He sent redemption to his | people; * 

 he has commanded his covenant for- | ever. 

Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my | whole heart,* 

 in the company of the upright, in the congre- | gation. 

Great are the works | of the LORD,* 

 studied by all who de- | light in them. 

Full of splendor and majesty | is his work,* 

 and his righteousness endures for- | ever. 

He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;* 

 the LORD is gracious and | merciful. 

He provides food for those who | fear him;* 

 he remembers his covenant for- | ever. 

He has shown his people the power | of his works,* 

 in giving them the inheritance of the | nations. 

The works of his hands are faith- | ful and just;* 

 all his precepts are | trustworthy; 

they are established forever and | ever,* 

 to be performed with faithfulness and up- | rightness. 

He sent redemption to his people; 

 he has commanded his covenant for- | ever.* 

 Holy and awesome | is his name! 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 

 all those who practice it have a good under- | standing.* 

 His praise endures for- | ever! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

He sent redemption to his | people; * 

 he has commanded his covenant for- | ever. 

 

Epistle Galatians 4:4–7 

When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to 

redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are 

sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a 

slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 



  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:22–40 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought 

[Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male 

who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to what is 

said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in 

Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation 

of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 

would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and 

when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, he took 

him up in his arms and blessed God and said, “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of 

all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” And his father and 

his mother marveled at what was said about him. And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his 

mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 

opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may 

be revealed.” And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 

advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as a 

widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer 

night and day. And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to 



all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. And when they had performed everything 

according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the 

child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day: “Once in Royal David’s City” LSB 376 

 

 



 

 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95, alt. 

Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–76 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering “O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is” -setting by Jacob Weber 

We offer our gifts to the Lord as we use this time in our service for contemplation and preparation for 

the sacrament of communion. Offerings can be placed in the plates at the back entrance doors as you 

enter the sanctuary, or as the offering plates are passed at this time. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so 

freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to 

us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, 

giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 

and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will 

rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 

we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 



 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given 

Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

  

… 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 209 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

  



Distribution 

 

You are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper if you believe and confess that Jesus Christ is your Savior 

from sin, you are a baptized child of the Triune God, and you believe that He gives you His body and 

blood in the bread and wine you receive. White grape juice can be found in the center of each tray for 

those who cannot receive alcohol. Children are welcome to come forward for a blessing. You may kneel, 

but it is not required. 

 

Communion is offered in two ways: the individual cup and the common cup. If you would like the 

individual cup, please partake from the first assistant minister. If you would like the common cup, please 

proceed to the second assistant minister and he will give you the common cup. You may tilt the bottom of 

the cup as he holds it for you. 

 

Distribution Hymn: “Let Our Gladness Have No End” LSB 381 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 3–4): tr. unknown, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Vincent Pisek, 1859–1930 

Text and tune: Bohemian, 15th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Hymn: “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” LSB 374 

 



 

 

 
Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859–1933 

Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Hymn: “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” LSB 366 

 

 

 



 
Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810–76, alt. 

Tune: Richard S. Willis, 1819–1900 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

… through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction LSB 212 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Hymn: “Joy to the World” LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 



 

Postlude “Let All Together Praise Our God” -Paul Manz 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Worship 9:30 a.m. 

 

GENEROSITY THOUGHTS: Luke 2:39 – “And when they had performed everything according to the Law 

of the Lord, they returned ... to their own town of Nazareth.” The Law of God is good. Of course, it always 

shows us our sins, but that is good, too! We need to be driven back to the forgiveness of Christ. And the Law 

also shows us the truly blessed way to live. As Mary and Joseph found their joy in a godly life, so should we see 

the Law as a guide for Christian living and as the roadmap for saying thank you to the Lord for all His grace 

and mercy to us. 

 

HAT AND MITTEN COLLECTION - Starting on December 17th through January 7th we will be collecting 

hats, mittens, gloves, and scarves for the organization Hats & Mittens. They are a local non-profit with the 

vision of “A warmer and more welcoming world for children.”  They do this by collecting and distributing hats, 

mittens, gloves and scarves to organizations throughout Minnesota where children need them most. Please bring 

new or gently used items to Emmaus and put them in the basket in the narthex. A Thrivent Action Grant has 

been requested to help fund this project. Any questions, please contact Marie G. 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES: 2024 is right around the corner and offering envelopes are here.  If you use 

envelopes, please pick yours up in the narthex today. If you have switched to online giving and no longer wish 

to receive envelopes, please let Maria know. Thank you! 

 

WINTERWEAR DRIVE: The St. Paul Outreach Center is hosting a winterwear (hats/gloves/ 

mittens/scarves/socks) giveaway on Saturday, January 20 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at Jehovah Lutheran Church 

(1566 Thomas Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104). This is a shared ministry of the St. Paul Circuit LCMS churches 

and schools. We are seeking donations and volunteers. Donations can be left at Jehovah on January Fridays (5, 

12, 19) 9:00-11:00 a.m. Volunteers are needed on January 18, 19 & 20 for setup and event assistance. Please 

sign up on the form at this link with donations and times you can help:  https://rb.gy/hq4tc0 

Questions? Contact David Mennicke, St. Paul Outreach Coordinator at spoc@jehovahlutheran.org or 651-636-

3271. Thanks for your donations, time, and prayers! 

 

HEAR “THE LUTHERAN HOUR” on Sunday mornings at 6:05 a.m. on WCCO 830 AM radio. Next week’s 

broadcast: “As We Forgive” Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. Dr. Michael Zeigler discusses 

forgiveness--what it is and what it isn't. (Matthew 6:12; Luke 11:4) 

 

CELEBRATE THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD AT BETHLEHEM! Bethlehem Lutheran Church (655 

Forest Street, St. Paul, MN 55106) invites you to join in celebrating the Epiphany of our Lord with a festive 

Divine Service on Saturday, January 6, at 6:30 p.m. The Rev. Scot Missling (Pastor of Bethlehem Lutheran) 

will preside and the Rev. Dr. Joshua C. Miller (Pastor of Jehovah Lutheran) will preach. All are welcome! 

 

OFFICE NEWS: Maria’s hours will be limited this week. Please email if you need to reach the office. 

 

https://rb.gy/hq4tc0

