
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

December 3, 2023 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

Throughout the season of Advent, you are welcome to try one of the practices for confession, which is kneeling. 

Kneeling has a rich meaning and symbolism in Scripture. It is associated with prayer, humility, devotion, and 

repentance. The act of kneeling during confession reminds us of this, and it also reflects the season's penitential 

nature. Whether you kneel, stand, or sit, we are all unworthy to come before our Lord because of our sin, and 

we thank God for the forgiveness that He has freely given us in Jesus Christ. If you would like to try this 

practice, we ask that you would gently put the kneeler down at the beginning of the service and would gently put 

it back up after Pastor is finished speaking the Absolution and the congregation responds. 

 

Prelude “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” setting by Kevin Hildebrand 

“Savior of the Nations, Come” -setting by J. Wayne Kerr 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

Hymn of Invocation: “Prepare the Royal Highway” LSB 343 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 

Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License  

Tune: Public domain 



 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 

body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 

unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 

deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 

take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit (Choir) Psalm 25:1–3; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

 

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 

 righteous and having sal- | vation. 

To you, | O LORD,* 

 I lift | up my soul. 

O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame;* 

 let not my enemies exult | over me. 

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame;* 

 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly | treacherous. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 

 righteous and having sal- | vation. 

 

Pew Edition 

 



Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day Advent 1 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued 

from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Today, the season of Advent begins, and the church tracks the time until Christmas with the lighting of 

the Advent wreath. The word Advent appropriately means coming, and that is what the season 

celebrates. It celebrates the coming of Christ in various ways. Each week, we will focus on a different 

aspect of Christ’s coming as we light a candle on the Advent wreath. 

 

Today, as we light our first candle, we call to mind Jesus’ promise that He will return. In our Gospel 

reading, Jesus describes the day of His coming. “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers 

in the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power 

and glory. And then He will send out the angels and gather His elect from the four winds, from the ends 

of the earth to the ends of heaven.” In our Epistle reading, Paul encourages us with these words: “…as 

you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord.” As His beloved and baptized people, we have nothing to fear on that day. He prepares 

and keeps us ready for His coming.  

 

As the first candle is lit to remind us of how our Lord will come again, we sing selected verses of 

“Savior of the Nations, Come.” The One Who came in the manger so long ago will come again in glory. 

 

“Savior of the Nations, Come” LSB 332 stanzas 1, 2, 3, and 8 

1. Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 

That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 

2. Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 

Was the Word of God made flesh— 

Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

 

3. Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 

In her womb this truth was shown: 

God was there upon His throne. 

 



D 8. Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 

 

Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 

Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License  

 

Advent Response 

Choir: Christ is coming, Alleluia! Christ is coming, Alleluia! 

 

First Reading Isaiah 64:1–9 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at your 

presence— as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to make your 

name known to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at your presence! When you 

did awesome things that we did not look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your 

presence. From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides 

you, who acts for those who wait for him. You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, 

those who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we 

have been a long time, and shall we be saved? We have all become like one who is unclean, and 

all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like 

the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take 

hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our 

iniquities. But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are 

all the work of your hand. Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, and remember not iniquity forever. 

Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Psalm 80:1–7, 17-19 

 
Choir: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 

you who lead Joseph | like a flock!* 

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth. 



Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Ma- | nasseh,* 

stir up your might and come to | save us! 

Congregation: Refrain 

 

O Lord | God of hosts,* 

 how long will you be angry with your | people’s prayers? 

You have fed them with the | bread of tears* 

 and given them tears to drink in full | measure. 

You make us an object of contention for our | neighbors,* 

 and our enemies laugh a- | mong themselves. 

Congregation: Refrain 

 

But let your hand be on the man of your | right hand,* 

 the son of man whom you have made strong | for yourself! 

Then we shall not turn | back from you;* 

 give us life, and we will call up- | on your name! 

Restore us, O Lord | God of hosts!* 

 Let your face shine, that we | may be saved! 

 

Congregation: Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Refrain 

 

David von Kampen. Tune ©2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always 

for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were 

enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed 

among you—so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is 

faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse Psalm 24:7 

Choir: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that 

the King of glory may come in. 

Congregation:  

 
Arr. by Christopher S. Ahlman ©2009 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission. 

 



Holy Gospel Mark 13:24–37 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give 

its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And 

then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. And then he will send 

out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know 

that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the 

very gates. Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. But concerning that day or that 

hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard, keep 

awake. For you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 

leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay 

awake. Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 

evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, or in the morning— lest he come suddenly and find 

you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 



Hymn of the Day: “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” LSB 341 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 



Offering “Prepare the Royal Highway” -setting by Kevin Hildebrand 

 

We offer our gifts to the Lord as we use this time in our service for contemplation and preparation for 

the sacrament of communion. Offerings can be placed in the plates at the back entrance doors as you 

enter the sanctuary, or as the offering plates are passed at this time. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary... Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given 

Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 



  

… Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 209 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 



 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Distribution 

 

You are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper if you believe and confess that Jesus Christ is your Savior 

from sin, you are a baptized child of the Triune God, and you believe that He gives you His body and 

blood in the bread and wine you receive. White grape juice can be found in the center of each tray for 

those who cannot receive alcohol. Children are welcome to come forward for a blessing. You may kneel, 

but it is not required. 

 

Communion is offered in two ways: the individual cup and the common cup. If you would like the 

individual cup, please partake as the assistant minister passes by after Pastor gives the bread. If you 

would like the common cup, let the assistant minister pass by, open your hands palm up, and Pastor will 

return to give you the common cup. 

 

Distribution Hymn: “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” LSB 347 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Hymn: “Jesus Comes Today with Healing” LSB 620 

 

 

 

 



 

5 Let me praise God’s boundless favor, 

Whose own feast of love I savor, 

    Bidden by His gracious call. 

Wedding garments He provides me, 

With a robe of white He hides me, 

    Fits me for the royal hall. 

 

6 Now have I found consolation, 

Comfort in my tribulation, 

    Balm to heal the troubled soul. 

God, my shield from ev’ry terror, 

Cleanses me from sin and error, 

    Makes my wounded spirit whole. 

Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808–58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960 

Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 Tune: Public domain 

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License  

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

…through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction LSB 212 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Hymn: “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” LSB 336 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 

Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725–99 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” -setting by Kevin Hildebrand 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Worship 9:30 a.m. 

 

GENEROSITY THOUGHTS: 1 Corinthians 1:9 – “God is faithful, by whom you were called into the 

fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” The faithfulness of God is our great comfort. He has made 

promises to us, and He will keep them. He is kind and loving toward us and will not break faith with us. This 

gives us the confidence to step out in faith, to leave fear behind. So, when it comes to following the Lord’s 

commandments for our daily lives, we know His will is best for us because He is faithful. 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATION DONATIONS: Sanctuary Christmas decoration donation slips are available 

in the narthex. Please indicate your willingness to help defray decoration costs by using the donation slip. Place 

it in the offering plate, hand to an usher or leave it on Maria’s desk. Donation slips will be available in the 

narthex through December 25. 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: The Fellowship Department is looking for one volunteer to plan, 

coordinate, and bring food for a simple lunch (example: soup and sandwich) following the December 13, 2023 

midweek Advent service. We also need volunteers to help set up, serve, and clean up after all three Wednesday 

midweek Advent services on December 6, 13, and 20. All services are at Emmaus and begin at 11:30 a.m. so 

lunches will be served at approximately 12:30 p.m. Call Jean M. or see her after service. Thanks! 

 

ADVENT MIDWEEK SERVICES will be held on Wednesdays, December 6, 13, and 20, at Emmaus at 11:30 

a.m. 

 

TIME FOR LUNCH! Please join us for lunch down in the Social Hall after the Advent services on Dec. 6, 13, 

and 20. It will be a great time of food and fellowship as we anticipate the celebration of Jesus’ birth. A basket 

will be set out to collect a free-will offering to cover the cost of food. See you there! 

 

HEAR “THE LUTHERAN HOUR” on Sunday mornings at 6:05 a.m. on WCCO 830 AM radio. Next week’s 

broadcast: “A-T Walker” Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. A wilderness can be scary, but if 

someone is with you who knows the way out, you're not really lost. (Isaiah 40:3) 

 

CONCORDIA ACADEMY CHRISTMAS CONCERT: Join Concordia Academy’s Chamber Orchestra, 

Concert Band, Choirs, His People, and art students at CA’s 2023 Christmas Concert, “Glory to the Newborn 

King.” Performances are Saturday, December 9, at 7:00 p.m. and Sunday, December 10, at 3:00 p.m. Tickets 

are $8 for adults and $5 for students and senior citizens. Go to www.concordiaacademy.com/christmas to order 

tickets online and select your seats. 

http://www.concordiaacademy.com/christmas

