
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

November 19, 2023 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

Prelude “The Day is Surely Drawing Near” arr. J. S. Bach 

 

Hymn of Invocation: “We Give Thee But Thine Own” LSB 781 

 

 
 

5 The captive to release, 

    To God the lost to bring, 

To teach the way of life and peace, 

    It is a Christ-like thing. 

 

6 And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 

Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 

    We do it unto Thee. 

Text: William W. How, 1823–97 

Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 



mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 143:2, 5–6, 10–11; antiphon: v. 1 

 (The congregation will chant the verses in bold.) 

 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for | mercy!* 

 In your faithfulness answer me, in your | righteousness! 

Enter not into judgment with your | servant,* 

 for no one living is righteous be- | fore you. 

I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that | you have done;* 

 I ponder the work | of your hands. 

I stretch out my | hands to you;* 

 my soul thirsts for you like a | parched land. 

Teach me to do your will, for you | are my God!* 

 Let your good Spirit lead me on | level ground! 

For your name’s sake, O LORD, pre- | serve my life!* 

 In your righteousness bring my soul out of | trouble! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for | mercy!* 

 In your faithfulness answer me, in your | righteousness! 

 

 

 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 



 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day Proper 28 (Year A) 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious 

promises to those who trust in You. Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to live in 

the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be found wanting; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Zephaniah 1:7–16 

Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near; the LORD has prepared a 

sacrifice and consecrated his guests. And on the day of the LORD’s sacrifice— “I will punish the 

officials and the king’s sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire. On that day I will 

punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, and those who fill their master’s house with 

violence and fraud. “On that day,” declares the LORD, “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, a 

wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills. Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar! For 

all the traders are no more; all who weigh out silver are cut off. At that time I will search 

Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the men who are complacent, those who say in their 

hearts, ‘The LORD will not do good, nor will he do ill.’ Their goods shall be plundered, and their 

houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant 

vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.” The great day of the LORD is near, near and 

hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there. A 

day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of 

darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

  



Psalm Psalm 90:1–12; antiphon: v. 17 

 (The congregation will chant the verses in bold.) 

 
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work 

 of our hands up- | on us;* 

 Yes, establish the work | of our hands! 

Lord, you have been our | dwelling place* 

 in all gener- | ations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, 

 or ever you had formed the earth | and the world,* 

 from everlasting to everlasting | you are God. 

You return | man to dust* 

 and say, “Return, O chil- | dren of man!” 

For a thousand years in your sight 

 are but as yesterday when | it is past,* 

 or as a watch | in the night. 

You sweep them away as | with a flood;* 

 they are like a dream, 

 like grass that is renewed in the | morning: 

in the morning it flourishes and | is renewed;* 

 in the evening it fades and | withers. 

For we are brought to an end by your | anger;* 

 by your wrath we | are dismayed. 

You have set our iniquities be- | fore you,* 

 our secret sins in the light of your | presence. 

For all our days pass away un- | der your wrath;* 

 we bring our years to an end | like a sigh. 

The years of our life are seventy, 

 or even by reason of strength | eighty;* 

yet their span is but toil and trouble; 

 they are soon gone, and we | fly away. 

Who considers the power of your | anger,* 

 and your wrath according to the | fear of you? 

So teach us to number | our days* 

 that we may get a heart of | wisdom. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work 

 of our hands up- | on us;* 

 Yes, establish the work | of our hands! 

 



Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you. 

For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While 

people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor 

pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you are not in darkness, brothers, for 

that day to surprise you like a thief. For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of 

the night or of the darkness. So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. 

For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. But since we belong to 

the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 

salvation. For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. Therefore encourage 

one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse Matthew 25:29a 

ALL: Refrain 

 
Choir: For to everyone who has more will be given, and he will have an abundance. 

ALL: Refrain 

Music by Matthew Machemer 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 25:14–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  

[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them 

his property. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. 

Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he 

made five talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. But he who had 

received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time 

the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five 

talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I 

have made five talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have 

been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ And he also who 

had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made 

two talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful 

over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ He also who had received the 

one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, 

and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. 

Here you have what is yours.’ But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You 

knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? Then you ought to have 

invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with 

interest. So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to everyone who has 

will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will 



be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, the maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 

power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day: “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near” LSB 508 

(Choir stanza 3) 

 

 

 



 
 

5 My Savior paid the debt I owe 

    And for my sin was smitten; 

Within the Book of Life I know 

    My name has now been written. 

I will not doubt, for I am free, 

And Satan cannot threaten me; 

    There is no condemnation! 

 

6 May Christ our intercessor be 

    And through His blood and merit 

Read from His book that we are free 

    With all who life inherit. 

Then we shall see Him face to face, 

With all His saints in that blest place 

    Which He has purchased for us. 

 

7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

    But hasten our salvation; 

We often tremble on our way 

    In fear and tribulation. 

O hear and grant our fervent plea: 

Come, mighty judge, and set us free 

    From death and ev’ry evil. 

Text: Bartholomäus Ringwaldt, 1532–99; tr. Philip A. Peter, 1832–1919, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

 

New Member Installation 

Dear Friends in Christ, on this day we have the joyful privilege of welcoming into our fellowship at 

Emmaus Lutheran Church these fellow saints in the body of Christ now present here before you. 

 

To those of you who are becoming members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church through Affirmation of 

Faith, I would now ask you in the presence of God and this congregation: 

 

Do you acknowledge and confess the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church to be the true 

and unaltered teachings of the Word of God? If so, answer, “I Do.” 

 



Do you desire in the sincere obedience of God, to be received into the communicant fellowship of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church and of Emmaus congregation? If so, answer, “I Do.” 

 

Do you intend to continue in the confession of this Church, to make diligent and faithful use of His 

Word and Sacrament, and to lead a sober, righteous and God-pleasing life, even unto the end? If 

so, answer, “I do so intend, with the help of God.” 

 

To you who are already a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and are transferring your 

membership to Emmaus congregation, I now ask you before God and this congregation: 

 

Do you desire to become a member of the family of Christ’s people at Emmaus, do you intend to 

join us in faithfully using His precious means of grace: His Word and Sacraments, and do you 

commit yourself to mission and ministry which He has given us to do in this place? If so, answer, 

“Yes, with the help of God.” 

 

In the Name of our Gracious God and on behalf of the people of Emmaus, I bid you welcome as 

members of Emmaus Lutheran Church and encourage you to faithfully continue with us in worshiping 

God, in hearing His Word and sharing His Supper, in proclaiming the Good News of God in Christ 

through word and deed, and in striving for justice and peace in all the earth. May the blessings of the 

Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit rest upon you and abide with you. Depart in peace, serving 

the Lord! 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Offering “Jerusalem, My Happy Home” arr. J. Bert Carlson 

 

We offer our gifts to the Lord as we use this time in our service for contemplation and preparation for 

the sacrament of communion. Offerings can be placed in the plates at the back entrance doors as you 

enter the sanctuary, or as the offering plates are passed at this time. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 194 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer LSB 196 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Distribution 

 

You are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper if you believe and confess that Jesus Christ is your Savior 

from sin, you are a baptized child of the Triune God, and you believe that He gives you His body and 

blood in the bread and wine you receive. White grape juice can be found in the center of each tray for 

those who cannot receive alcohol. Children are welcome to come forward for a blessing. You may kneel, 

but it is not required. 



 

Communion is offered in two ways: the individual cup and the common cup. If you would like the 

individual cup, please partake as the assistant minister passes by after Pastor gives the bread. If you 

would like the common cup, let the assistant minister pass by, open your hands palm up, and Pastor will 

return to give you the common cup. 

 

Distribution Hymn: “One Thing’s Needful” LSB 536 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Text: Johann Heinrich Schröder, 1667–99; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. Tune: Adam Krieger, 1634–

66 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Te Deum LSB 223 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  



 
  

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

 
  

 
 

A Let us pray. 

… through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

 
  

 
 



Benediction LSB 202 

 

 

 
  

 
 

Hymn: “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray” LSB 663 

 

 

 



 
Text: Johann Burkhard Freystein, 1671–1718; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Hundert . . . geistlicher Arien, 1694, Dresden, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude “Wake, Awake” arr. Johann Walther 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Worship 9:30 a.m. 

 

GENEROSITY THOUGHTS: Matthew 25:30 – “And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness.” 

Why did the worthless servant act the way he did? Because of what he believed about the Master. He didn’t 

trust or love the Master; so, his actions did not demonstrate love and trust, but rather hate and mistrust. It’s the 

same with us, but in reverse: since we know our Lord God to be faithful and kind, we desire to serve Him and 

render faithful service with what He has given us. 

 

WOW! The response to the food drive has been absolutely amazing! As of November 14th, the Wild were in 

the lead followed by the Vikings, Blackhawks, and Packers. The true winners are all of those in our community 

that will be helped by your generosity. We will be collecting food and money until the end of the month so there 

is still time to participate. Every dollar or food item counts and brings us closer to smashing our goal of 750. 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY: The Fellowship Department is looking for one volunteer to plan, 

coordinate, and bring food for a simple lunch (example: soup and sandwich) following the December 13, 2023 

midweek Advent service. We also need volunteers to help set up, serve, and clean up after all three Wednesday 

midweek Advent services on December 6, 13, and 20. All services are at Emmaus and begin at 11:30 a.m. so 

lunches will be served at approximately 12:30 p.m. Call Jean M. or see her after service. Thanks! 

 

THANKSGIVING WORSHIP will be held at Bethel Lutheran Church this year on Tuesday, November 21 at 

6:30 p.m. Bethel Lutheran is located at 670 Wheelock Pkwy W. in St. Paul. 

 

HEAR “THE LUTHERAN HOUR” on Sunday mornings at 6:05 a.m. on WCCO 830 AM radio. Next week’s 

broadcast: “Loving Mercy” Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dean Nadasdy. Will those who do good things be saved? 

Or, will those who are saved...do good things? Dr. Dean Nadasdy says those who love Christ also love showing 

mercy to others. (Matthew 25:34-40) 

 



CONCORDIA ACADEMY PRESENTS ELF: THE MUSICAL on November 17-19 and 24-26. Based on the 

cherished 2003 New Line Cinema hit, Elf: The Musical is a hilarious fish-out-of-water comedy following 

Buddy the Elf in his quest to find his true identity. Ticket prices range from $8 to $14, and all seating is 

reserved. For additional details and ticket orders, go to www.concordiaacademy.com/elf. 


