
TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

October 15, 2023 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

Prelude “Hymn to Joy” -John Behnke 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

Hymn of Invocation: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” LSB 803 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852–1933, alt. 

Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 



ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit (Choir) Isaiah 61:10; antiphon: Psalm 146:2 

I will praise the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praises to God while I have my being. I will greatly 

rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of 

salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest 

with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. Glory be to the Father and to 

the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 



 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day Proper 23 (Year A) 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal with us not in 

the severity of Your judgment but by the greatness of Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 25:6–9 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged 

wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. And he will swallow up on this mountain 



the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up 

death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he 

will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is 

our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let 

us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Psalm 23; antiphon: v. 5a 

 (The congregation will chant the verses in bold.) 

 

You prepare a table be- | fore me* 

     in the presence of my | enemies;  

The LORD is my | shepherd;* 

 I | shall not want. 

He makes me lie down in green | pastures.* 

 He leads me beside still | waters. 

He re- | stores my soul.* 

 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his | name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are | with me;* 

 your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my | enemies;* 

 you anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup | overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days | of my life,* 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD for- | ever. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

You prepare a table be- | fore me* 

     in the presence of my | enemies;  

 

Epistle Philippians 4:4–13 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. 

The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, 

whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, 

if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have 

learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with 

you. I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were 



indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I 

have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know how to 

abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance 

and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse  

 

ALL: Refrain 

 
Choir: The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” Let the one who hears say, “Come.” Let the one who is 

thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 

 

ALL: Refrain 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 22:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding 

feast, but they would not come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I 

have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. 

Come to the wedding feast.’ But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his 

business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. The king was 

angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his 

servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads 

and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ And those servants went out into the roads and 

gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests. But when 

the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. And he said to 

him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the 

king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



Hymn of the Day: “A Multitude Comes from the East and the West” LSB 510 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Magnus Brostrup Landstad, 1802–80; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1921, adapt. 

Tune: Swedish, 1694 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon “(Dis)Contentment” Philippians 4:11-13 

 

I. A Misused Verse 

Why are we discontent? 

 

 

 



II. We Think We Have C    (v11-12a) 

• What does Paul have control over? 

• James 4:13-15 “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such 

a town and spend a year and trade and make a profit’ – yet you do not know what 

tomorrow will bring. What is your life?  For you are a mist that appears for a little time 

and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or 

that.’”   

III. We focus on our c    instead of C    (v.12b) 

• When does Peter sink? 

• What happens when Peter sinks and cries out, “Lord, save me!”? 

IV. We believe the c     narrative (12c) 

• What was said in Jeremiah’s day? 

• 2 Corinthians 13: “Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this [thorn in the flesh], that it 

should leave me. But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 

perfect in weakness.’ Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that 

the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with 

weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I 

am strong.” 

V. The Secret is C     (v.13) 

 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 



Offering “Preserve Your Word, O Savior” -Charles Callahan 

We offer our gifts to the Lord as we use this time in our service for contemplation and preparation for 

the sacrament of communion. 

 

Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 160 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this 

day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created 

and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant 

joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His 

blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood 

as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 
 



Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 

 

You are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper if you believe and confess that Jesus Christ is your Savior 

from sin, you are a baptized child of the Triune God, and you believe that He gives you His body and 

blood in the bread and wine you receive. White grape juice can be found in the center of each tray for 

those who cannot receive alcohol. Children are welcome to come forward for a blessing. You may kneel, 

but it is not required. 

 

Communion is offered in two ways: the individual cup and the common cup. If you would like the 

individual cup, please partake as the assistant minister passes by after Pastor gives the bread. If you 

would like the common cup, let the assistant minister pass by, and Pastor will give you the common cup. 

When he serves it to you, you are welcome to grab the chalice from the bottom while he holds it from the 

top. He will rotate and wipe the chalice between people. 

 

  



Distribution Hymn: “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” LSB 633 

 

 

 
 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. 

    Alleluia! 

 

6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. 

    Alleluia! 

 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia! 

 

D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we praise. 

    Alleluia! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 

Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice 

Text and tune: Public domain 



 

Choir “Invited, Lord, by Boundless Grace” -Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931 

Invited, Lord, by boundless grace, 

I stand a guest before Thy face; 

As Host Thou spreadst no common food: 

Here is Thy body and Thy blood. 

 

How holy is this sacrament 

Where pardon, peace, and life are spent! 

This bread and cup my lips have pressed; 

Thou blessedst, and my soul is blessed. 

 

Now lettest Thou Thy guest depart 

With full assurance in his heart. 

For such communion, Lord, with Thee 

A new life may my off’ring be. 

 

When Thou shalt in Thy glory come 

To gather all Thy people home, 

Then let me, as Thy heav’nly guest, 

In anthems praise Thee with the blest. 

Text and music: Public domain 

 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray.  …through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 

Hymn: “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” LSB 516 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 Text and tune: 

Public domain 

 

Postlude “Wake, Awake” -Johann Walther 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

Worship 9:30 a.m. 

 

GENEROSITY THOUGHTS: Matthew 22:5 – “But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, 

another to his business.” The invitation to join God in His feast and in His work is easily ignored. The rest of 

life seems so much more pressing, and we always think that there will be another time when we can catch back 

up with God. But what joys are we missing when we set aside God’s invitation to join Him in His plans and 

purposes? What inheritance are we trading for the world’s bowl of pottage? 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Emmaus will have a congregational meeting today, October 15, after the 

service. 

 

LWML MITES will be collected today, October 15. 

 

LETTER FROM RUTH TESCH: For those of you who know Ruth Tesch, check out her letter on the bulletin 

board by the office. 

 



VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED for the Anniversary dinner on Sunday, October 29th. Set up on Saturday 

along with dishwashers and a cleanup crew are needed. Please sign up on the poster in the Narthex or contact 

Marilyn P. 

 

ANNIVERSARY DINNER: We have had donations made to help defray the cost of the dinner. If you have 

not signed up for the dinner due to the cost please contact Pastor Kooi or Maria in the office. 

 

DINNER/POTLUCK WITH THE KOOIS: We are starting a new series of events where up to 8 people can 

sign up to have an afternoon potluck with the Kooi family. These will be occurring most months (skipping at 

least Advent/Lent). The sign up is in the narthex for the next event Nov 11th at 3:00 p.m. Todd Pierce will be 

hosting the event at his house and providing the entree, Pesto Chicken. 

 

GUYS’ GAME AFTERNOON: We are reviving the guys’ game afternoon November 18th 12-4 p.m. in the 

Social Hall. Please RSVP to Todd P. 

 

FREE TIRES! The Galligans have a full set of nearly-new snow tires. Please contact Jean if interested. 

Bridgestone Blizzak DM-V2, size 235/60R18 for light trucks or SUV studless ice and snow. Used for one 

season, very little tread wear. 

 

HEAR “THE LUTHERAN HOUR” on Sunday mornings at 6:05 a.m. on WCCO 830 AM radio. Next week’s 

broadcast: “Matching Pace” Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. Hear about the Savior Who 

walks beside us, at our pace, and teaches us to walk with others. (Psalm 96:13) 

 


