
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

October 1, 2023 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

Prelude “Jesus Has Come” -arr. John Behnke 

Confession and Absolution 

 

Hymn of Invocation: “When Morning Gilds the Skies” LSB 807 

 

 

 
Text: Katholisches Gesangbuch, 1828, Würzburg; tr. Robert S. Bridges, 1844–1930, alt. 

Tune: Joseph Barnby, 1838–96 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 



ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Psalm 147:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 

 (The congregation will chant the verses in bold.) 

 

The LORD lifts up the | humble;* 

 he casts the wicked | to the ground. 

 

Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises | to our God;* 

 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is | fitting. 

The LORD builds up Je- | rusalem;* 

 he gathers the outcasts of | Israel. 

He heals the broken- | hearted* 

 and binds | up their wounds. 

He determines the number | of the stars;* 

 he gives to all of | them their names. 

Great is our Lord, and abun- | dant in power;* 

 his understanding is beyond | measure. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The LORD lifts up the | humble;* 

 he casts the wicked | to the ground. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  



 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 



 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day Proper 21 (Year A) 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. 

Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all 

truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 

The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of 

Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? As I live, declares 

the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of 

the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. … Yet you say, ‘The way of 

the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not 

just? When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; 

for the injustice that he has done he shall die. Again, when a wicked person turns away from the 

wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. Because he 

considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he 

shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my 

ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every 

one according to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest 

iniquity be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make 

yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in 

the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Psalm 25:1–10; antiphon: v. 4 

 (The congregation will chant the verses in bold.) 

 

Make me to know your ways, | O LORD;* 

 teach me | your paths. 

To you, | O LORD,* 

 I lift | up my soul. 

O my God, in you I trust; 

 let me not be | put to shame;* 

 let not my enemies exult | over me. 

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be | put to shame;* 

 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly | treacherous. 



Make me to know your ways, | O LORD;* 

 teach me | your paths. 

Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

 for you are the God of my sal- | vation;* 

 for you I wait all the | day long. 

Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your | steadfast love,* 

 for they have been | from of old. 

Remember not the sins of my youth or my trans- | gressions;* 

 according to your steadfast love remember me, 

 for the sake of your goodness, | O LORD! 

Good and upright | is the LORD;* 

 therefore he instructs sinners | in the way. 

He leads the humble in | what is right,* 

 and teaches the humble | his way. 

All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and | faithfulness,* 

 for those who keep his covenant and his testi- | monies. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Make me to know your ways, | O LORD;* 

 teach me | your paths. 

 

Epistle Philippians 2:1–4, 14–18 

If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any 

affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 

accord and of one mind. Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more 

significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 

others. … Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless and innocent, 

children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you 

shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud 

that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the 

sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. Likewise you also should be glad 

and rejoice with me. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Alleluia and Verse Matthew 18:18b 

 
 

Choir: All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me, has been given to Me. 

 

Congregation: REFRAIN 

 

By David von Kampen. Text: ESV®  Tune: ©2023 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission.  

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 21:23–27 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him as he was 

teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 

Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will 

tell you by what authority I do these things. The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven 

or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say 

to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for 

they all hold that John was a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, 

“Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Hymn of the Day: “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” LSB 655 

 

 



 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering “Lord, Keep us Steadfast” -arr. Charles Callahan 

We offer our gifts to the Lord as we use this time in our service for contemplation and preparation for 

the sacrament of communion. 

 

  



Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface LSB 160 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary… Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created 

and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant 

joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His 

blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood 



as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 162 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

 

 
 

  



Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 

 

You are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper if you believe and confess that Jesus Christ is your Savior 

from sin, you are a baptized child of the Triune God, and you believe that He gives you His body and 

blood in the bread and wine you receive. White grape juice can be found in the center of each tray for 

those who cannot receive alcohol. Children are welcome to come forward for a blessing. You may kneel, 

but it is not required. 

 

Communion is offered in two ways: the individual cup and the common cup. If you would like the 

individual cup, please partake as the assistant minister passes by after Pastor gives the bread. If you 

would like the common cup, let the assistant minister pass by, and Pastor will give you the common cup. 

When he serves it to you, you are welcome to grab the chalice from the bottom while he holds it from the 

top. He will rotate and wipe the chalice between people. 

 

  



Distribution Hymn: “Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior” LSB 627 

 

 

 
 

5 Firmly hold with faith unshaken 

That this food is to be taken 

By the sick who are distressed, 

By hearts that long for peace and rest. 

 

6 Agony and bitter labor 

Were the cost of God’s high favor; 

Do not come if you suppose 

You need not Him who died and rose. 

 

7 Christ says: “Come, all you that labor, 

And receive My grace and favor: 

Those who feel no pain or ill 

Need no physician’s help or skill. 

 

8 “For what purpose was My dying 

If not for your justifying? 

And what use this precious food 

If you yourself were pure and good?” 

 

9 If your heart this truth professes 

And your mouth your sin confesses, 

You will be your Savior’s guest, 

Be at His banquet truly blest. 

 

  



10 Let this food your faith so nourish 

That its fruit of love may flourish 

And your neighbor learn from you 

How much God’s wondrous love can do. 

Text: John Hus, c. 1369–1415; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2, 4–5, 7, 9): tr. The 

Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (sts. 3, 8): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 6, 10): tr. F. Samuel 

Janzow, 1913–2001, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1533, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug, alt. 

Text (sts. 3, 6, 8, 10): © 1980 and 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License  

Text (sts. 1–2, 4–5, 7, 9) and tune: Public domain 

 

Hymn: “Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor” LSB 534 

 

 

 

 

 



Text: George H. Bourne, 1840–1925, alt. 

Tune: William Owen, 1813–93 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

… through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

 

 



 

Hymn: “Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go” LSB 854 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 

Tune: Barry L. Bobb, 1951 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 1981, 1982 Barry L. Bobb. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License  

 

Postlude “Prelude in C Major” J. S. Bach 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GENEROSITY THOUGHTS: Matthew 20:9 – “And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of 

them received a denarius.” Behold the generosity of God! He gives out of His grace, not what we deserve to 

receive. Living a godly life means living in imitation of God — and surely one of the foundations of God’s 

being is His generosity. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Emmaus will have a congregational meeting on Sunday, October 15. 

 



75th ANNIVERSARY RSVP: Please turn in your RSVP and payment for the 75th Anniversary meal by 

October 9. Invitations and RSVP cards were sent out to each Emmaus household. They are also available in the 

office. 

 

THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to the food bank through Emmaus. On September 22, we delivered 

44 pounds of food to Keystone. The need is great, and every donation helps. 

 

LWML: The St. Paul Metro zone will be the hosts for the Capitol Conference Fall Rally on Saturday, October 

14 at Gathering Place Lutheran Ministries 3245 New Brighton Road, Arden Hills. 9:00 am registration, 9:30 - 

11:30 program followed by lunch, “A Taste of SE Asia.”  The presenter will be Pastor Yia Lor—"Mission 

Impossible: The Upside-Down Mission to the Lost in the Mountains of Southeast Asia.” Registration $10. 

Collections will be taken for offering, and Gifts from the Heart: items for homeless shelters/homeless. Join us 

for food, fellowship, singing, Bible study, convention recap and LWML news. 

 

HEAR “THE LUTHERAN HOUR” on Sunday mornings at 6:05 a.m. on WCCO 830 AM radio. Next week’s 

broadcast: “Whatever and Wherever, Thank You, Lord!” Guest Speaker: Pastor Keith Haberstock. “The Lord is 

my Shepherd...” That’s how the 23rd Psalm begins. It goes on to describe the ways in which our Good 

Shepherd leads, comforts, and protects the sheep of His flock. Every line gives us a reason to be thankful. 

(Psalm 23) 

 

LWML MITES will be collected on Sunday, October 15. Please bring your coins! 

 

WOW! What an incredible response to the Silent Auction. The 75th anniversary committee thanks everyone for 

their support and generosity. We hope you had a good time, enjoyed a treat or two and had a chance to connect 

with fellow members. We raised over $1400. Again, thank you so much! 

 

PINECONES NEEDED: Yes, you read that correctly. The 75th anniversary committee is looking for nice pine 

cones of all sizes for decorations. If you have pine trees that are dropping their cones and are willing to collect a 

few, we would appreciate it. Let Pam U, Marilyn P or Dawn K know if you have any questions. These are not 

needed until mid-October. 

 

CONCORDIA ACADEMY HOMECOMING: You’re invited to celebrate “Beacon Power” at Concordia 

Academy’s homecoming on Friday night, October 6. An alumni tailgate party starts at 5:15, followed by a free 

outdoor family carnival at 5:30 and the football game vs. St. Croix Lutheran at 7:00. Admission to the football 

game is $7, but children (8th grade and younger) and CA alumni are admitted at no charge. Get all the details at 

www.concordiaacademy.com/homecoming. 

 

 

Winter Coat Drive 

October 14 

 

The St. Paul Outreach Center is hosting a giveaway event on Saturday, October 14, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Jehovah 

Lutheran Church (1566 Thomas Avenue, St. Paul). This new ministry, a partnership of the St. Paul Circuit 

LCMS churches sponsored by the MN South District, had a great start on September 8 with 100 people present 

for the kick-off International Potluck.   

 

We are looking for donations of winter wear (coats, hats, scarves, gloves, mittens) in clean, good condition. 

Donations can be dropped off at Jehovah every Friday 9-11 a.m. or at our own site for later delivery. We also 

need volunteers at Jehovah for set-up, help that day, and take down. Here’s the link and a QR code to the form 

to sign up donations and volunteer slots: 

https://forms.gle/dHeEMMhV5bajb25Y7 

 

https://forms.gle/dHeEMMhV5bajb25Y7


For more information please email spoc@jehovahlutheran.org or call David Mennicke, coordinator, at 651-636-

3271. Thanks for your partnership in this exciting new sharing of the Gospel! 

mailto:spoc@jehovahlutheran.org

