
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—PROPER 15 
 

August 14, 2022 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

AS WE GATHER 

Today’s Epistle continues the list of heroes of faith begun last week. Today, the emphasis is on the trials they 

endured because of their faith. Unlike the false prophets in the Old Testament Reading, they had heard and 

believed the promises of God. No wonder faith in Christ, especially when it goes through trials, inevitably 

produces conflict with any unbelieving people near us, even though they might be members of our family! 

Today is a day to resolve to run the race with endurance, following our Lord Jesus, acting on faith each day 

until it is turned to sight. 

 

PRELUDE “Search Me and Know Me” -Michael Card 

 

HYMN “Thy Strong Word” LSB 578 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 

    At Thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank Thee, 

    While Thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 

    Dark as night and deep as death, 

Broke the light of Thy salvation, 

    Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; 

    Bright with Thine own holiness, 

Glorious now, we press toward glory, 

    And our lives our hopes confess. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

4 From the cross Thy wisdom shining 

    Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 

From the cross forever beameth 

    All Thy bright redeeming light. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 



5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 

 

 6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Praise the holy Trinity! 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003136 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

PSALM Psalm 119:81–88; antiphon: v. 81 

Pastor: Today we see faith under trial in our readings. However, we cannot remain strong without God’s help. 

We begin our service by praying today’s Psalm responsively. 

All: My soul longs for Your salvation; I hope in Your word. My eyes long for Your promise; I ask, 

“When will You comfort me?” 

Pastor: For I have become like a wineskin in the smoke, yet I have not forgotten Your statutes. 

People: My soul longs for Your salvation; I hope in Your word. How long must Your servant endure? 

When will You judge those who persecute me? 

Pastor: The insolent have dug pitfalls for me; they do not live according to Your law. All Your commandments 

are sure; they persecute me with falsehood; help me! 

People: My soul longs for Your salvation; I hope in Your word. 

Pastor: They have almost made an end of me on earth, but I have not forsaken Your precepts. 

All: In Your steadfast love give me life, that I may keep the testimonies of Your mouth. My soul longs for 

Your salvation; I hope in Your word. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Hebrews. 12:1–2 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins, recognizing the forgiveness we receive because of our Lord’s sacrifice in our 

place. Gracious heavenly Father, 

People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 

them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 

innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to 

me, a poor, sinful being. 

Pastor: People of God, “we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,” all of whom struggled in their day, 

none of them perfect, but all of whom looked forward in hope. Because our Lord Jesus, “for the joy that was set 

before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, . . . is seated at the right hand of the throne of God,” we can 

be confident that He fulfilled all God’s promises and has made His total, gracious forgiveness available to us. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 



People: Amen. Thanks be to God! 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng” LSB 813 

1 Rejoice, O pilgrim throng! 

    Rejoice, give thanks, and sing; 

Your festal banner wave on high, 

    The cross of Christ your king. Refrain 

 

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

 

2 With voice as full and strong 

    As ocean’s surging praise, 

Send forth the sturdy hymns of old, 

    The psalms of ancient days. Refrain 

 

3 With all the angel choirs, 

    With all the saints on earth 

Pour out the strains of joy and bliss, 

    True rapture, noblest mirth. Refrain 

 

4 Yet on and onward still, 

    With hymn and chant and song, 

Through gate and porch and columned aisle 

    The hallowed pathways throng. Refrain 

 

5 Still lift your standard high, 

    Still march in firm array, 

As pilgrims through the darkness wend 

    Till dawns the golden day. Refrain 

 

6 At last the march shall end; 

    The wearied ones shall rest; 

The pilgrims find their home at last, 

    Jerusalem the blest. Refrain 

 

 7 Praise Him who reigns on high, 

    The Lord whom we adore: 

The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

    One God forevermore. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray. Lord our God, You have graciously bestowed on us the gift of faith in Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Strengthen our faith so that we may fight the good fight of faith in times of trial, winning those 

daily struggles and anticipating the final victory that awaits us by Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 



OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 23:16–29 (God decries the false prophets.) Thus says the Lord of 

hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak 

visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the Lord. They say continually to those who despise the word 

of the Lord, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No 

disaster shall come upon you.’” For who among them has stood in the council of the Lord to see and to hear his 

word, or who has paid attention to his word and listened? Behold, the storm of the Lord! Wrath has gone forth, 

a whirling tempest; it will burst upon the head of the wicked. The anger of the Lord will not turn back until he 

has executed and accomplished the intents of his heart. In the latter days you will understand it clearly. “I did 

not send the prophets, yet they ran; I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied. But if they had stood in my 

council, then they would have proclaimed my words to my people, and they would have turned them from their 

evil way, and from the evil of their deeds. Am I a God at hand, declares the Lord, and not a God afar off? Can a 

man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? 

declares the Lord. I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have 

dreamed, I have dreamed!’ How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets who prophesy lies, and who 

prophesy the deceit of their own heart, who think to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they 

tell one another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, 

but let him who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? declares the 

Lord. Is not my word like fire, declares the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?” 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Hebrews 11:17–31, 12:1–3 (Heroes of faith acted when tested, well before Christ appeared in human 

history.) By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in 

the act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” He 

considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive 

him back. By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each 

of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made 

mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones. By faith Moses, when he was 

born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were 

not afraid of the king’s edict. By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 

daughter, choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He 

considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 

By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 

By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch 

them. By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do 

the same, were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. 

By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had given a friendly 

welcome to the spies. … Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 

aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 

looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the 

cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured from 

sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Jeremiah 23:29a, 28b 

Pastor: Alleluia. Is not My word like fire, declares the LORD? 

People: What has straw in common with wheat? Alleluia. 

 

 



HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:49–56 (Jesus says families will be divided over Him.) 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! I have a baptism to be 

baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished! Do you think that I have come to give 

peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. For from now on in one house there will be five divided, 

three against two and two against three. They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother 

against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 

against mother-in-law.” He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at once, 

‘A shower is coming.’ And so it happens. And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be 

scorching heat,’ and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, 

but why do you not know how to interpret the present time? 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” LSB 655 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 

Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 

And bring to naught all He has done. 

 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 

Defend Your holy Church that we 

May sing Your praise eternally. 

 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife 

And lead us out of death to life. 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON “Hall of Fame” Hebrews 11:18-12:3 

 

I. Hall of Fames 

 

II. Faith is a      in God and in His promises (11:17-19; Abraham) 

• What emphasis do Lutherans place on faith? 

• How does Abraham show this well? 

 

III. Faith provides the foundation for the     we have (11:20-22; Isaac, Jacob, and 

Joseph) 

• Who dies in the Promised Land?  Who doesn’t? 

• What is significant about Jacob leaning on the staff? 

• What and who provides the foundation for our hope? 

 

IV. Faith provides evidence of things      (11:23-28; Moses) 

• What four things do we see by faith in the life of Moses? 

• What things do we see by faith? 



 

V. Faith’s goal, source, and focus is      (12:1-3; Jesus) 

• Who does it all lead to? 

• The faith we see in the Hall of Fame is the same faith He has given to us and works in us. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

 

OFFERING “Faith of Our Fathers” -Paul and Betsy Hanson 

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on 

human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put 

an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS  

Holy holy holy Lord 

God of power and might 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory 

Hosanna in the highest 

 

Blessed is he who comes 

In the name of the Lord 

Hosanna in the highest 

Hosanna in the highest 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and 

sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 

salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 

with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 



feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. 

To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do 

in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You 

lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 

resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember 

us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI  

Lamb of God you take away 

All the sin of the world 

Oh Lamb of God have mercy on us 

And grant to us your peace 

 

You are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper if you believe and confess that Jesus Christ is your Savior from sin, 

you are a baptized child of the Triune God, and you believe that He gives you His body and blood in the bread 

and wine you receive. White grape juice can be found in the center of each tray for those who cannot receive 

alcohol. Children are welcome to come forward for a blessing. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “How Firm a Foundation” LSB 728 

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 

What more can He say than to you He has said 

Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

 

2 “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed, 

For I am your God and will still give you aid; 

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 

Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 



 

3 “The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 

I will not, I will not, desert to his foes; 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake! 

 

4 “When through fiery trials your pathway will lie, 

My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply. 

The flames will not hurt you; I only design 

Your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 

 

5 “Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove 

My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 

And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn, 

Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.” 

Text: Public domain 

 

“Be Still, My Soul” LSB 752 

1 Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 

    Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 

Leave to your God to order and provide; 

    In ev’ry change He faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend 

Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

 

2 Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 

    To guide the future as He has the past. 

Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake; 

    All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 

Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 

His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below. 

 

3 Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart 

    And all is darkened in this vale of tears; 

Then you will better know His love, His heart, 

    Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears. 

Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay 

From His own fullness all He takes away. 

 

4 Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on 

    When we shall be forever with the Lord, 

When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 

    Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored. 

Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 

All safe and blessèd we shall meet at last.   Text: Public domain 

 

BLESSING 

Pastor: May our Lord’s body and blood strengthen and preserve you in true faith to life everlasting. Depart in 

peace and with joy. 

People: Amen. 

 

 



POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

 

HYMN “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” LSB 660 

1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 

    Ye soldiers of the cross. 

Lift high His royal banner; 

    It must not suffer loss. 

From vict’ry unto vict’ry 

    His army He shall lead 

Till ev’ry foe is vanquished, 

    And Christ is Lord indeed. 

 

2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The trumpet call obey; 

Stand forth in mighty conflict 

    In this His glorious day. 

Let all His faithful serve Him 

    Against unnumbered foes; 

Let courage rise with danger 

    And strength to strength oppose. 

 

3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    Stand in His strength alone. 

The arm of flesh will fail you, 

    Ye dare not trust your own. 

Put on the Gospel armor; 

    Each piece put on with prayer. 

Where duty calls or danger, 

    Be never wanting there. 

 
  



4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The strife will not be long; 

This day the din of battle, 

    The next the victor’s song. 

The soldiers, overcoming, 

    Their crown of life shall see 

And with the King of Glory 

    Shall reign eternally. 

Text: Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE “Days of Elijah” -Paul and Betsy Hanson 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GENEROSITY THOUGHTS: Luke 12:24 – “Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have 

neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them.” God feeds the birds of the air – this we know, it’s just 

that, as one wit put it: God sometimes feeds the birds….to the cats! Yes, crosses and hardships will always 

come, Christ said that no disciple is above his Master. But through it all, the Lord cares for us and He calls upon 

us to entrust ourselves to that care. He really is our Father, and He really will guard and keep us through 

whatever this life has to throw at us. And in the end, we shall receive the gift of eternal life. 

 

EMMAUS AFTERNOON AT ALLIANZ FIELD: Let’s catch a MN United FC soccer game together on 

Saturday, September 3rd! The MNUFC take on the Dallas FC at 2:30 PM. Tickets are $32/person and the 

deadline is 8/19 for reserving tickets. For more information, please email Chris G. (Ask the office if you need 

her email.) 

 

EMMAUS FANTASY FOOTBALL LEAGUE: Have you ever thought, “What is that GM thinking? I would 

not make that trade? If I ran the Vikings, I would…” Well, now is your chance to see! This fall marks the debut 

of the new EFL, Emmaus Football League. This league is open to anyone who is interested, and is for those 

who have never done it before, and have. We need a minimum of eight teams to start one. Please contact Pastor 

Kooi if you are interested, or have any questions. 

 

THRIVENT MEMBERS: Do you have unused action grants for 2022? Would you be interested in supporting 

an event or activity at Emmaus? We have a variety of ideas for the rest of the year that could use an additional 

boost from Thrivent if you are interested and willing to help. Some of the possible projects are: helping with 

supporting youth activities/fundraisers, sending care packages to shut-ins and college students, social ministry 

opportunities and fellowship opportunities just to name a few. Please talk to Pastor Kooi, Pam U, Molly V or 

Dawn K. 

 

INDOOR PARKING NEEDED: Will pay for indoor winter parking for classic 1956 Chevrolet from October 

through March. I would be there 2 days, one to put the car in and second to take it out. Would appreciate any 

help finding a place. (Ask the office for contact info.) 

 

HEAR “THE LUTHERAN HOUR” on Sunday mornings at 6:05 a.m. on WCCO 830 AM radio. Next week’s 

broadcast: “Facing the Worst” Guest Speaker: Dr. Oswald Hoffmann. Are you prepared to face the worst, as 

one day we all must? Live without fear through faith in Christ. (John 11:25-26) 

 

 


