
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

May 9, 2021 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

PRELUDE “That’s What Faith Must Be” -Michael Card 
 

OPENING HYMN  “In Christ There Is No East or West” LSB 653 

1. In Christ there is no east or west, 

    In Him no south or north, 

But one great fellowship of love 

    Throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

2. With God there is no tribe or race; 

    In Him we all are one. 

He loves us as His children through 

    Our faith in His dear Son. 
 

3. So, brothers, sisters, praise His name 

    Who died to set us free 

From sin, division, hate, and shame, 

    From spite and enmity! 
 

4. Join hands, disciples of the faith, 

    Whate’er your race may be; 

Who serves my Father as His child 

    Is surely kin to me. 
 

5. In Christ now meet both east and west; 

    In Him meet south and north. 

All Christian souls are one in Him 

    Throughout the whole wide earth. 

Text (sts. 1, 4–5): Public domain. Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske; (st. 3): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, 

admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003136

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth. 

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those 

things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING Acts 10:34–48 

Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone 

who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good 

news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), you yourselves know what happened throughout all 

Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 

the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 

God was with him. And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 

not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he 

rose from the dead. And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by 

God to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in 

him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit 

fell on all who heard the word. And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were 

amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. For they were hearing them 

speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these 

people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he commanded them to be baptized in the 

name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE 1 John 5:1–8 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves 

whoever has been born of him. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey 

his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are 

not burdensome. For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 

overcome the world—our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the 

Son of God? This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and 

the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. For there are three that testify: 

the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 15:9–17 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 

love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. This is my 

commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that someone 

lays down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you 

servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have 



heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you 

that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my 

name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, so that you will love one another.” 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

SERMON  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

HYMN “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” LSB 770 

1. What a friend we have in Jesus, 

    All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 

All because we do not carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

  

2. Have we trials and temptations? 

    Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

    Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

3. Are we weak and heavy laden, 

    Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 

    Thou wilt find a solace there. 

Text: Public domain

 

PREFACE 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 



Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and proper that we should give thanks to You, Lord, our God, for You have come 

to redeem Your fallen creation. Through the saving work of Jesus Christ, whom to know is everlasting life, we 

are granted all good things and are directed in ways of peace. Through the working of Your Holy Spirit, bestow 

upon us Your benediction, that we would share Your blessed vision of all people and all creation, reflecting 

Your gracious love in all our words and deeds throughout our life’s journey on earth. Together with angels and 

archangels and with all who rejoice in the courts of heaven, we praise Your glorious name: 

 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 
 

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with 

permission. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 

only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For Christ, our Passover 

Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us from bondage to sin and death, and by His 

resurrection, He has delivered us into new life in Him. Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, 

faithfully eating His body given into  

death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we pass through death to the promised 

land of life eternal.  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

You are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper if you believe and confess that Jesus Christ is your Savior from sin, 

you are a baptized child of the Triune God, and you believe that He gives you His body and blood in the bread 

and wine you receive. White grape juice can be found in the center of each tray for those who cannot receive 

alcohol. Children are welcome to come forward for a blessing. 

 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION  

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS  

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” WOV 754 

1. Let us talents and tongues employ 

Reaching out with a shout of joy 

Bread is broken, the wine is poured 

Christ is spoken and seen and heard 

 

Chorus: Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

Pass the word around: loaves abound! 

 

2. Christ is able to make us one 

At the table He sets the tone 

Teaching people to live to bless 

Love in word and in deed express  Chorus 

 

 



3. Jesus calls us in, sends us out 

Bearing fruit in a world of doubt 

Gives us love to tell, bread to share 

God Immanuel everywhere  Chorus 

 

CCLI Song # 3317448. Fred Kaan. © 1975 Hope Publishing Company. For use solely with the SongSelect® 

Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License # 589180 

 

POSTLUDE “Beloved Let Us Love One Another” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GENEROSITY THOUGHTS: 1 John 5:3 – “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. 

And his commandments are not burdensome.” God’s commandments are not burdensome. That’s only true for 

Christians precisely because we know that we are not saved by our keeping of the Law. We are saved by grace. 

Therefore, we are set free by grace to walk in newness of life, to grow in faithfulness, and to rejoice in the Law 

of the Lord. The love of God is that we keep His commandments. 

 

MISSIONARY JOHANNA HEIDORN will be at Emmaus on Sunday, May 9. She will be sharing about her 

work in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

 

PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY: Wednesdays we will have a prayer and Bible Study group. Please check with 

Pastor Kooi for the current start time. Each week, we will gather together to pray and study a text.  We will be 

meeting in-person and virtually.  For those that attend virtually, we will have you join us via Zoom (contact 

Pastor Kooi for the link).  Please contact Pastor Kooi for more details. 

 

HELP NEEDED: Have you been thinking about ways you can get involved at Emmaus? We are looking for 

additional help on the following boards for 2021-2022. Worship, Fellowship, Social Ministry and Practical 

Services. Interested in helping usher, lector, count offerings, assist with Sunday School or the Youth? We have 

spots for you too! Please reach out to Pastor Kooi, Nicole P, Pam U or Todd P if you have questions or would 

like more information. We look forward to joining with you to continue the ministry of Emmaus! 

 

HEAR “THE LUTHERAN HOUR” on Sunday mornings at 6:05 a.m. on WCCO 830 AM radio. Next week’s 

broadcast: “Gain a Heart of Wisdom” Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. Fear, love, and trust in the Lord is the 

way to Wisdom in person, and we meet God's eternal wisdom in Jesus, the Messiah. (Psalm 90:12) 

 

 

http://www.ccli.com/

