
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

April 25, 2021 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

PRELUDE  
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth. 

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess 

before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 

Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your 

sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls us 

each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING Acts 4:1–12 

As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon 

them, greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the 

dead. And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. But many 

of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. On the next 

day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas 

and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. And when they had set them in the midst, 

they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to 

them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a 

crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of 

Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by 

him this man is standing before you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which 

has become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved.” 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 



 

EPISTLE 1 John 3:16–24 

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 

17But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does 

God’s love abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. By this we shall 

know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; for whenever our heart condemns us, God is 

greater than our heart, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence 

before God; and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what 

pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one 

another, just as he has commanded us. Whoever keeps his commandments abides in him, and he in them. And 

by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us. 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 10:11–18 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a hired 

hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and 

the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I 

am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the 

Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them 

also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves 

me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my 

own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received 

from my Father.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

SERMON  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

HYMN “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” LSB 711 

1. Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 

    Much we need Your tender care. 

In Your pleasant pastures feed us, 

    For our use Your fold prepare. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

    You have bought us; we are Yours. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

    You have bought us; we are Yours. 



 

2. We are Yours; in love befriend us, 

    Be the guardian of our way; 

Keep Your flock, from sin defend us, 

    Seek us when we go astray. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

    Hear us children when we pray. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

    Hear us children when we pray. 

 

3. You have promised to receive us, 

    Poor and sinful though we be; 

You have mercy to relieve us, 

    Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

    Early let us turn to You. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

    Early let us turn to You. 

  

4. Early let us seek Your favor, 

    Early let us do Your will; 

Blessèd Lord and only Savior, 

    With Your love our spirits fill. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

    You have loved us, love us still. 

Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus, 

    You have loved us, love us still. 

Text: Public domain 

 

PREFACE 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, for You sent Your only-begotten Son to be our Good Shepherd. We know His love as He 

laid down His life for us and set us free from sin and death. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS  

 

 



 

 
 

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with 

permission. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 

only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For Christ, our Passover 

Lamb, has been sacrificed. By His death, He has redeemed us from bondage to sin and death, and by His 

resurrection, He has delivered us into new life in Him. Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, 

faithfully eating His body given into  

death and drinking His life’s blood poured out for our salvation until we pass through death to the promised 

land of life eternal.  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

You are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper if you believe and confess that Jesus Christ is your Savior from sin, 

you are a baptized child of the Triune God, and you believe that He gives you His body and blood in the bread 

and wine you receive. White grape juice can be found in the center of each tray for those who cannot receive 

alcohol. Children are welcome to come forward for a blessing. 

 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION  

 

  



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS  

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” LSB 528 sts. 1, 4-7 
1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 

    My great Redeemer’s praise, 

The glories of my God and King, 

    The triumphs of His grace! 

 

4 He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin; 

    He sets the pris’ner free. 

His blood can make the foulest clean; 

    His blood avails for me. 

 

5 Look unto Him, ye nations; own 

    Your God, ye fallen race. 

Look and be saved through faith alone, 

    Be justified by grace. 

 

6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; 

    The Lamb of God was slain. 

His soul was once an off’ring made 

    For ev’ry soul of man. 

 

7 To God all glory, praise, and love 

    Be now and ever giv’n 

By saints below and saints above, 

    The Church in earth and heav’n. 

Text: Public domain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GENEROSITY THOUGHTS: John 10:14 – “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me.” 

What does it mean to know the Lord? It starts with being known by the Lord. He claims us as His own and calls 

us by name. Then, once we are His, we learn to know Him. In knowing Him, we learn to imitate Him. That is 

how the Christian life of good works and generosity grows from the Lord’s grace. 

 

PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY: Wednesdays we will have a prayer and Bible Study group. Please check with 

Pastor Kooi for the current start time. Each week, we will gather together to pray and study a text.  We will be 

meeting in-person and virtually.  For those that attend virtually, we will have you join us via Zoom (contact 

Pastor Kooi for the link).  Please contact Pastor Kooi for more details. 

 

HELP NEEDED: Have you been thinking about ways you can get involved at Emmaus? We are looking for 

additional help on the following board for 2021-2022. Worship, Fellowship, Social Ministry and Practical 

Services. Interested in helping usher, lector, count offerings, assist with Sunday School or the Youth? We have 

spots for you too! Please reach out to Pastor Kooi, Nicole P, Pam U or Todd P if you have questions or would 

like more information. We look forward to joining with you to continue the ministry of Emmaus! 

 

IT'S TIME! Bring in your worn, gently used (or new) shoes. Please place them in the blue bin in the narthex. 

Forgot your shoes? No worries, we will be collecting shoes for the next two months. Thanks for your help. 

TEACHER NEEDED: King of Kings Lutheran School is looking to hire a 3rd grade teacher for the 2021-2022 

school year. The job description may be viewed on the school’s website. If you know someone who is interested 

or have questions, please contact Principal Schutte: (612) 540-0713. 

 

HEAR “THE LUTHERAN HOUR” on Sunday mornings at 6:05 a.m. on WCCO 830 AM radio. Next week’s 

broadcast: “Laughed At” Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. Speaking out against the prevailing culture might 

prompt ridicule but it could also produce repentance. (Jonah 3) 

 

RAIN GARDEN UPDATE 

 

The ball is rolling, exciting changes will be made to the west side of the front lawn at Emmaus.  I know that 

many of you are sick of the dirt eroding onto the sidewalk during the summer and ice forming during the winter.  

That is about to change.  With the help of the Capital Region Watershed District (CRWD) we will be installing 

a Rain Garden in that area.  The proposal is in the final approval stages and once that is approved and signed we 

will have the green light to start the work.  With working with the CRWD we will be given grant money to help 

complete this project.  The CRWD grant is covering about 1/3 of the cost, and the rest has been covered by 

memorial donations.  A monthly update will be in the newsletter to keep the congregation informed of what has 

been done and what the next steps are.  At a future date in the project we will be looking for volunteers to help 

move soil that has been dug from the garden and redistribute around the Emmaus yard as needed and volunteers 

to help plant in the garden.  The rest of the work should be contracted out.  

 

Next steps for the construction are: 

Receive final documentation from CRWD, review and sign documents. 

Send documents back to CRWD for filing 

Removal of the stump from the tree that was taken down in order to construct the garden.  

Get estimates from a contractor for the project 

Meeting with CRWD to review our project plan and determine a project start date 

 

If you have any questions about the Rain Garden please contact one of the project team members. 

 

More to come! 

Nancy Wallner, Molly Vomhof, Jean Galligan, Marilyn Pierce - Your Rain Garden project team 


