MIDWEEK OF LENT 2

March 3, 2021

INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, you have all authority in heaven and on earth. Use that authority in our
time to defeat the devil, plunder the accuser and silence Satan; for you live and reign with the Father and
Spirit—God forever,

People: Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Zechariah 3:1-10

Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right
hand to accuse him. And the Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, O Satan! The Lord who has chosen
Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a brand plucked from the fire?”” Now Joshua was standing before the angel,
clothed with filthy garments. And the angel said to those who were standing before him, “Remove the filthy
garments from him.” And to him he said, “Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from you, and | will clothe
you with pure vestments.” And I said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on
his head and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the Lord was standing by. And the angel of the Lord
solemnly assured Joshua, “Thus says the Lord of hosts: If you will walk in my ways and keep my charge, then
you shall rule my house and have charge of my courts, and I will give you the right of access among those who
are standing here. Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who sit before you, for they are
men who are a sign: behold, I will bring my servant the Branch. For behold, on the stone that | have set before
Joshua, on a single stone with seven eyes, | will engrave its inscription, declares the Lord of hosts, and | will
remove the iniquity of this land in a single day. In that day, declares the Lord of hosts, every one of you will
invite his neighbor to come under his vine and under his fig tree.”

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE LESSON Romans 16:17-20

I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the
doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own
appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the I. For your obedience is known to all, so
that I rejoice over you, but I want you to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. The God of
peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 16:13-23
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the
Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build
my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.” Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. From that time Jesus began
to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying,
“Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me,
Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of
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man.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

SERMON
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26
People: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” LSB 655
1. Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word,

Curb those who by deceit or sword

Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son

And bring to naught all He has done.

2. Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known,
For You are Lord of lords alone;

Defend Your holy Church that we

May sing Your praise eternally.

3. O Comforter of priceless worth,
Send peace and unity on earth;
Support us in our final strife

And lead us out of death to life.
Text: Public domain



