
MIDWEEK OF LENT 4 
 

March 17, 2021 
 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness.  

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

All:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy 

name. Amen.  

Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

All: Amen  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Pastor: The Lord be with you.  

People: And also with you.  

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, your crucified, risen ascended Son has sent us into the world to share the 

good news of your kingdom: inspire us with your Holy Spirit and fill our hearts with the fire of your love, that 

all who hear the Gospel may be drawn to saving faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord— 

People: Amen.  

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Zechariah 8:20-23 

“Thus says the Lord of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, even the inhabitants of many cities. The inhabitants of 

one city shall go to another, saying, ‘Let us go at once to entreat the favor of the Lord and to seek the Lord of 

hosts; I myself am going.’ Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem 

and to entreat the favor of the Lord. Thus says the Lord of hosts: In those days ten men from the nations of 

every tongue shall take hold of the robe of a Jew, saying, ‘Let us go with you, for we have heard that God is 

with you.’” 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE LESSON Colossians 4:2-6 

Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. At the same time, pray also for us, that 

God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison— 

that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak. Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making 

the best use of the time. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you 

ought to answer each person. 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 



 

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 15:1-10 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. And the Pharisees and the scribes 

grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” So he told them this parable: “What man of 

you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and 

go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 

And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for 

I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 

repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. Or what woman, having ten silver 

coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 

And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 

found the coin that I had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who 

repents.” 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

SERMON  

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION 

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.   Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CLOSING HYMN “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying” LSB 826 

1. Hark, the voice of Jesus crying, 

    “Who will go and work today? 

Fields are white and harvests waiting— 

    Who will bear the sheaves away?” 

Loud and long the Master calleth; 

    Rich reward He offers thee. 

Who will answer, gladly saying, 

    “Here am I, send me, send me”? 

 

2. If you cannot speak like angels, 

    If you cannot preach like Paul, 

You can tell the love of Jesus, 

    You can say He died for all. 

If you cannot rouse the wicked 

    With the judgment’s dread alarms, 

You can lead the little children 

    To the Savior’s waiting arms. 

 

3. If you cannot be a watchman, 

    Standing high on Zion’s wall, 

Pointing out the path to heaven, 

    Off’ring life and peace to all, 

With your prayers and with your bounties 

    You can do what God commands; 

You can be like faithful Aaron, 

    Holding up the prophet’s hands. 

 

4. Let none hear you idly saying, 

    “There is nothing I can do,” 

While the multitudes are dying 

    And the Master calls for you. 

Take the task He gives you gladly, 

    Let His work your pleasure be; 

Answer quickly when He calleth, 

    “Here am I, send me, send me!” 

Text: Public domain 

 

 


