MIDWEEK OF LENT 3
March 10, 2021

INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, in Zechariah’s seventh vision you take away the sin of
Judeans. We thank and praise you that in a much greater way you take away the sin of the world
through the sacrificial Lamb—Jesus Christ our Lord. We pray in his powerful and priceless
name.

People: Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Zechariah 5:5-11

Then the angel who talked with me came forward and said to me, “Lift your eyes and see what
this is that is going out.” And I said, “What is it?” He said, “This is the basket that is going out.”
And he said, “This is their iniquity in all the land.” And behold, the leaden cover was lifted, and
there was a woman sitting in the basket! And he said, “This is Wickedness.” And he thrust her
back into the basket, and thrust down the leaden weight on its opening. Then I lifted my eyes
and saw, and behold, two women coming forward! The wind was in their wings. They had
wings like the wings of a stork, and they lifted up the basket between earth and heaven. Then |
said to the angel who talked with me, “Where are they taking the basket?”” He said to me, “To



the land of Shinar, to build a house for it. And when this is prepared, they will set the basket
down there on its base.”

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE LESSON 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the
new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us
the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin,
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL LESSON John 1:29-34
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes
away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before
me, because he was before me.” I myself did not know him, but for this purpose | came
baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: “I saw the
Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, but
he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and
remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I have seen and have borne witness
that this is the Son of God.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



SERMON
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION

Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Numbers 6:24-26
People: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Chief of Sinners” LSB 611
1. Chief of sinners though | be,

Jesus shed His blood for me,

Died that I might live on high,

Lives that I might never die.

As the branch is to the vine,

| am His, and He is mine.

2. Oh, the height of Jesus’ love,

Higher than the heav’ns above,

Deeper than the depths of sea,

Lasting as eternity!

Love that found me—wondrous thought!
Found me when | sought Him not.

3. Only Jesus can impart

Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n,
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God
In the way that Enoch trod.



4. Chief of sinners though | be,
Christ is all in all to me;

All my wants to Him are known,
All my sorrows are His own.

He sustains the hidden life

Safe with Him from earthly strife.

5. O my Savior, help afford

By Your Spirit and Your Word!

When my wayward heart would stray,

Keep me in the narrow way;

Grace in time of need supply

While | live and when | die. Text: Public domain



