
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

December 20, 2020 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

PRELUDE “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” -Marilyn Biery 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 

present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which 

weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING Haggai 2:1-9 

In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of the Lord came by the hand of Haggai 

the prophet, “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of 

Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the remnant of the people, and say, ‘Who is left among you who saw this 

house in its former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes? Yet now be strong, O 

Zerubbabel, declares the Lord. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people 

of the land, declares the Lord. Work, for I am with you, declares the Lord of hosts, according to the covenant 

that I made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not. For thus says the 

Lord of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry 

land. And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with 

glory, says the Lord of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the Lord of hosts. The latter 

glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts. And in this place I will give peace, 

declares the Lord of hosts.’” 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 



EPISTLE Hebrews 12:25-29 

See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned 

them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. At that time his voice shook 

the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” This 

phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have been made—

in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom 

that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a 

consuming fire. 

 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 10:22-30 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, 

in the colonnade of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in 

suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The 

works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me, but you do not believe because you are not part of 

my flock. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will 

never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than 

all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

MUSIC DURING PREPARATION “Savior of the Nations, Come” -Johann Buttstedt 

 

PREFACE  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who accomplished our salvation and 

returned to heaven, and who declares us His saints that we follow where He has led the way. Therefore with 



angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

  

SANCTUS  

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and 

sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 

salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. Gathered in 

the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 

Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 

Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 

Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You 

alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You 

lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your 

resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember 

us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

You are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper if you believe and confess that Jesus Christ is your Savior from sin, 

you are a baptized child of the Triune God, and you believe that He gives you His body and blood in the bread 

and wine you receive. White grape juice can be found in the center of each tray for those who cannot receive 

alcohol. Children are welcome to come forward for a blessing. 



 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart in peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” -Carlton Young

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in 

the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of 

pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of 

the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

POSTLUDE “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord” LSB 352 

1 Let the earth now praise the Lord, 

Who has truly kept His word 

And at last to us did send 

Christ, the sinner’s help and friend. 

 

2 What the fathers most desired, 

What the prophets’ heart inspired, 

What they longed for many_a year, 

Stands fulfilled in glory here. 

 

3 Abram’s promised great reward, 

Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord— 

Him of twofold race behold— 

Truly came, as long foretold. 

 

4 As Your coming was in peace, 

Quiet, full of gentleness, 

Let the same mind dwell in me 

Which is Yours eternally. 

 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 

That, set free from doubt and dread, 

I may cling to You in faith, 

Safely kept through life and death. 

 

 

 



6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 

I with joy will see Your face, 

Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

Text: Public domain 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GENEROSITY THOUGHTS: 2 Samuel 7:4 – “But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan. . 

.” Nathan thought David’s idea was great, so he blessed it with the Lord’s name. But, later that night, the Word 

of the Lord set him straight. The Word of the Lord must be the basis for what we think, say, and do in God’s 

Kingdom – not our own desires or whims. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP: We will have one service at 5 p.m. this year. 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATION DONATIONS: Sanctuary Christmas decoration donation slips are available 

in the narthex. Please indicate your willingness to help defray decoration costs by using the donation slip. Place 

in the offering plate or hand to an usher. Donation slips will be available through December 25. 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES: Envelopes for 2021 are here and waiting for you in the narthex of the church. We 

have included one blue promise card for your personal use. If you wish, you can write down your giving 

promise for the year and keep that with your envelopes. If you have chosen to do all of your giving online, 

please contact Maria in the office and we will discontinue ordering envelopes for you. Thank you for your 

continuing financial support of the ministry at Emmaus. 

 

PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY: Wednesdays at 2:15 p.m. we will have a prayer and Bible Study group.  

Each week, we will gather together to pray and study a text.  We will be meeting in-person and virtually.  For 

those that attend virtually, we will have you join us via Zoom (contact Pastor Kooi for the link).  Please contact 

Pastor Kooi for more details. 

 

HATS AND MITTENS: Starting December 14th the Social Ministries Committee will be collecting hats and 

mittens/gloves to be distributed to children and youth in Minnesota through the organization Hats and Mittens. 

New hats and gloves or mittens can be dropped off at Emmaus from December 14th – January 3rd. We have 

received a Thrivent Action Grant to help with this project. Thank you! 

 

HEAR “THE LUTHERAN HOUR” on Sunday mornings at 6:05 a.m. on WCCO 830 AM radio. Next week’s 

broadcast: “Experience God” Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler. We will never fully grasp the idea of God, but 

that doesn't keep us from experiencing God's love for us in Christ. (John 1:1-18) 

 


