TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
November 8, 2020 — 9:30 a.m.

PRELUDE “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” set. J. Wayne Kerr
“Creator of the Stars of Night” set. Kevin Hildebrand

Words for meditation: LSB 351 sts. 1, 4-6

1. Creator of the stars of night,

Thy people’s everlasting Light:

O Christ, Redeemer, save us all

And hear Thy servants when they call.

4. At whose dread name, majestic now,
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow;
All things celestial Thee shall own,

And things terrestrial, Lord alone.

5. O Thou, whose coming is with dread
To judge the living and the dead,
Preserve us from the ancient foe

While still we dwell on earth below.

6. To God the Father and the Son
And Holy Spirit, Three in One,
Praise, honor, might, and glory be
From age to age eternally. Amen.
Text: Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,

People: who made heaven and earth.

Pastor: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Pastor: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves
from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.



Pastor: Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the Church, that with all the
company of the redeemed we may finally enter into His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

FIRST READING Amos 5:18-24

Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! Why would you have the day of the Lord? It is darkness, and not
light, as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him, or went into the house and leaned his hand against the
wall, and a serpent bit him. Is not the day of the Lord darkness, and not light, and gloom with no brightness in
it? “T hate, I despise your feasts, and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer me
your burnt offerings and grain offerings, | will not accept them; and the peace offerings of your fattened
animals, I will not look upon them. Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of your harps |
will not listen. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as
others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God
will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we
who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the
Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.
Therefore encourage one another with these words.

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no
oil with them, but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became
drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all
those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our
lamps are going out.” But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go
rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.” And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and
those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward the other virgins
came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.” Watch
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He



rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

SERMON “The End” Matthew 25:1-13 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

I Knowing the Ending

. The E is coming (Matthew 25:1-13)
e What is the point of Jesus’ parable?
e Why is the uncertainty of His return a good thing?

1. E reunion (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17)
e What does the Bible mean by “sleep”? What is the point of the euphemism?
e What happens to those who have died before Christ’s return?
e “It has been too long”

V. “E one another with these words” (1 Thessalonians 4:18)
e What encouragement do we get from this?

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
MUSIC DURING PREPARATION “O Blessed Spring” -David Cherwien

PREFACE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. Throughout the ages You have given us sure promises, all fulfilled in
Your Son, so that, encouraged by those who have preceded us in the faith and looking forward in confident
hope to seeing Him face-to-face, we find comfort here on earth until it is our joy to join angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven to laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored,;

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord,;

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your
only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You
justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation
by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in
Him.



We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy
Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life,
and salvation that come to us in His body and blood.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD'S PRAYER

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:

“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

You are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper if you believe and confess that Jesus Christ is your Savior from sin,
you are a baptized child of the Triune God, and you believe that He gives you His body and blood in the bread
and wine you receive. White grape juice can be found in the center of each tray for those who cannot receive
alcohol. Children are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION “Canon on Foundation” -Mark Sedio
Words for meditation: “How Firm a Foundation” LSB 728

1. How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord,

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!

What more can He say than to you He has said

Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2. “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed,

For I am your God and will still give you aid;

1l strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.

Text: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



BENEDICTION

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
People: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” LSB 516

1. “Wake, awake, for night is flying,”

The watchmen on the heights are crying;
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!”

Midnight hears the welcome voices

And at the thrilling cry rejoices:
“Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise?

The Bridegroom comes, awake!

Your lamps with gladness take!
Alleluia!

With bridal care

Yourselves prepare

To meet the Bridegroom, who is near.”

2. Zion hears the watchmen singing,
And all her heart with joy is springing;
She wakes, she rises from her gloom.
For her Lord comes down all-glorious,
The strong in grace, in truth victorious;
Her star is ris’n, her light is come.
Now come, Thou Blesséd One,
Lord Jesus, God’s own Son,
Hail! Hosanna!
We enter all
The wedding hall
To eat the Supper at Thy call.

3. Now let all the heav’ns adore Thee,

Let saints and angels sing before Thee
With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone.

Of one pearl each shining portal,

Where, joining with the choir immortal,
We gather round Thy radiant throne.

No eye has seen the light,

No ear has heard the might

Of Thy glory;
Therefore will we
Eternally

Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!
Text: Public domain
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GENEROSITY THOUGHTS: Matthew 25:4 — “... but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.” Why did
they take flasks of oil with them? Because they listened to the bridegroom’s words and believed what He told
them. Our actions always start with and flow from our beliefs. What do your actions in the realm of financial
stewardship say about what you believe?

YOUR HELP is needed again this year for the Mission’s annual Thanksgiving food distribution. The past few
years the Social Ministries Committee has been able to collect food and create meal bags for the Union Gospel
Mission. For over 60 years, Union Gospel Mission Twin Cities has provided thousands of meals during
Thanksgiving to our community, while offering volunteer opportunities and building connection with local
churches. Due to the realities of COVID-19 and the impact it has on how they serve the community, we know
that the need for their services and access to meals will be more vital than ever this Thanksgiving season. To
maintain safety for our community members, their volunteers, and staff, they are changing the format of our
Thanksgiving Food Drive this year, while still serving our community with compassion and hospitality. Union
Gospel Mission is accepting financial donations only. Due to COVID-19 and its spread, we are asking
individuals to donate money only to our Thanksgiving Food Bag event. They will purchase Thanksgiving food
items in bulk, stretching your dollars even further. A donation of $25 will purchase everything for a complete
Thanksgiving Meal, however, any amount is welcome. Please use the following link to donate if you are able:
https://app.mobilecause.com/vf/TGBags/team/EmmausLutheranChurch or you can donate via text: Text
TGBags10 to 71777 (Msg & data rates may apply). Even though this event will look different this year, the
gospel and how we live out our faith hasn’t changed.

PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY: Starting on Wednesday, November 11th at 2:15 p.m., we will have a prayer
and Bible Study group. Each week, we will gather together to pray and study a text. We will be meeting in-
person and virtually. For those that attend virtually, we will have you join us via Zoom (contact Pastor Kooi for
the link). Please contact Pastor Kooi for more details.

HEAR “THE LUTHERAN HOUR” on Sunday mornings at 6:05 a.m. on WCCO 830 AM radio. Next week’s
broadcast: “BIGGER” Guest Speaker: Pastor Gerard Bolling. Big problems call for faith in an even bigger God.
Pastor Gerard Bolling tells how the God Who is bigger than our problems works through us to bring bigger
blessings to the people around us. (Daniel 6)



